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(f) Buffer restoration. The natural vegetative
buffer shall be restored as quickly as possible
following any land-disturbing activity or construc-
tion within the river corridor related to the ac-
ceptable uses above.
~(Ord: No: 99-21;-§ 1, 10-19-99; Ord:No: 01-02; § 1, —
6-19-2001)

Sec. 3-7-166. Comprehensive tree ordinance.

(a) Introduction.

(1) Purpose and intent: The purpose of this
ordinance is to provide for the protection,
conservation, and replacement of trees
and landscaping in order to improve the
urbanized and natural environment of
Henry County. It is the policy of Henry
County to minimize the removal of trees
on development sites and, upon proper
site completion, achieve replacement of
trees by uniform standards set forth in
this ordinance.

(2) Jurisdiction: Henry County and those Cit-
ies of Hampton, Locust Grove and
Stockbridge which may adopt this ordi-
nance.

(3) Findings: Growth and development exist
and will continue in Henry County and,
as aresult, there is and will continue to be
a loss of trees throughout the county. Tree
roots hold soil in place and tree photosyn-
thesis converts carbon dioxide to oxygen.
Trees also provide habitat for wildlife that
is essential for their survival. Tree loss
contributes to dramatic increases in soil
erosion and sedimentation. High growth
areas where natural green spaces are
diminishing have left fewer trees to trans-
form carbon dioxide into oxygen.

Henry County ﬂndé that:

a. Integrated forest canopies reduce the
costs of maintenance of other parts
of the urban infrastructure.

b. Well managed forest resources in-
crease in value and provide benefits
to all the citizens with respect to air

Supp. No. 19 ’ 1944.4.23
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quality, water quality, stormwater
management, temperature ameliora-
tion and general quality of life.

c.  Thesebenefits are crucial to the long-

~our citizens.

~d. The removal of forest canopy and

replacement with more intensive land
uses exacts real costs upon the infra-
structure which must be borne by all
citizens of the county.

(4) Definitions: All words in these standards

have their customary dictionary defini-
tion except as specifically defined herein.
The words “"will," "shall" and "must" are
mandatory, and the words "may" and
"should" are permissive.

(See appendix 1 [to this section] for listing
of definitions.)

(b) Permits.
(1) Who must get permit: The terms and

provisions of this ordinance and the stan-
dards set forth shall apply to:

a. Individuals engaged in any activity,
private and/or governmental, on real
property whieh requires the issu-
ance of a land disturbance permit
within the county and city limits of
Hampton, Locust Grove and
Stockbridge. No land disturbance per-
mit shall be issued for full site devel-
opment unless the proposed develop-
ment is in compliance with the
provisions of this ordinance.

b. Individuals engaged in the develop-
ment of single-family subdivisions,
multifamily and mobile home devel-
opments and all nonresidential uses.

¢.  Owners of individual properties more
than ten (10) acres in size and which
are not part of a platted subdivision.

d. Owners of lands designated for tim-
bering purposes must obtain a tim-
bering permit from the Henry County
Department of Transportation.. Ap-
plication for a timbering permit must

term health, safety and welfare of
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include a forest management plan.
Land(s) declared as timber lands shall
be so declared for at least two (2)
years and released as timber lands
by the county board of commission-

e apg g pd/or app]icable'*'city" councilg: e e

prior to issuance of a development
permit, should one be applied for.
-Declared timberlands shall comply
with subsection (7), Clearing and/or
grading only permits, subsection (6),
Timbering activities, and all other
aspects of this ordinance.

(2) Exemptions:

a. Individual homeowners within plat-
ted subdivisions upon occupancy of
the property owner's individual home
are exempted except where protec-
tive buffers are required along
streams, creeks, and reservoirs pur-

Supp. No. 19 : 1944424
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suant to state department of natural
resources (DNR) requirements, and
Henry County Watershed Protection

- Ordinances. Exemptions will not ap-

ply to incompatible land uses or in

o nances

_Supp. No. 18

All propertles for which a covenant
has been established with the Henry
County Board of Tax Assessors, pur-

‘suant to sections 48-5-7.1 and 48-5-

7.4 of the Official Code of Georgia,
shall be exempt from the terms of
this ordinance so long as such cove-
nant has not been breached and/or
remams in effect. N

This ordmance exempts all who clear
lands solely for forestry practices as
specified in subsection (6) or all who
clear land which is less than ten (10)
acres in size for conversion to crop
land, pasture land or other bona fide -
agricultural purposes.

" The following list of items within all

residential districts shall also be ex-

empted: - '

1. Where the addition to a princi-
pal structure will constitute

‘gtructural and exterior changes
1o the homie.

2. Where the constructmn of an

dccessory structure(s) and/or
uses including, but not limited
to, swimming pools and tennis .
courts, is permitted by the
county bu11dmg department, in-

~ clusive of an accessory residen-

“tial living facility (a k.a. guest
quarters)

3. Al propert1es which are ten

' (10) acres or less in size and not .
‘part of a platted res1dent1al sub- a
division. : a

4. ‘The removal of diseased, de-

ceased, infested or dying trees,
. or living pine trees or other
trees which may pose a danger

1944.4.25

other areas governed by county ordi- = =

§ 3-7-166

" . to an existing ot proposed home,
. other structure, or other areas
specified in subsection (c)(3).

e. ' This ordinance exempts all who clear

land solely for forestry practices or
~-conversions to cropland, pastureland
‘or other bona fide agricultural pur-
" poses. Such sites shall not be devel-
oped for a period of two (2) years
after such clearing or conversion, or
as otherwise speclﬁed in the ord1-'

~ nance,

(c) Residential requirements.

W

@ .
" properties and/or parcels of land which

Propertnes zoned resldentlal Whlch are
ten (10) acres in size or larger or which
are platted lots within a subdivision, shall

.. be subject to the residential subdivision

gmdehnes of thls ordmance
The mass grad.lng and/or clear cuttmg of

are ten (10) acres in size or larger for

- resudentlal development is stnctly prohib-

ited. As to each such development, only so -
much land area shall be cleared as is
necessary for the development and con-

“struction of roadways, utilities, a_nd ame-

nity areas (i.e., parking lots for club-

' houses, pool areas tennis courts etc.).

6]

Also proh1b1ted is'the mass grading and/or
clear cutting of any lot in a residential
subdivision. On such lots, land area shall
be cleared only as is necessary for pur-

" . poses of the proper development of said.

lot mcludmg areas for: _
a. The placement ofthe md,mdual home;

b. . The placement of dnveways and side- -
walks;
c. ~ The placement of ut111t1es and deten-
. tion’ ponds o

d. The placement of septic systems

e. - The placement of roads,

f The placement of decks and patms;
~g. The placemént of county/clty ap-

" -proved trash pits; and
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h.  Proper drainage as requ'ired.by the

County Code.

(4) A pre-application conference is encour-
~aged with the applicant(s) and the plan-

ning and development department, to dis- .
" cuss the tree ordinarice asit relates to the

applicant's property. The purpose of the

~ conference is to clarify the provisions and

. procedures of the ordinance and to review
_applicable standards and guidelines.

(6) Developers shall coordinate the location
-of all utilities with all utility companies in
order to prevent root damage within the

’ ccritical root zones of protected trees, so as
- to minimize damage to trees in the pro-
tected zones. T

(6) Topographical difficulties’ and/or the in-
stallation of utilities shall be considered
at the time of the development of a resi-

~ dential subdivision or parcel. Each parcel
- of land shall be considered on a case-by-
case basis as to the removal of trees where

topography and/or utility installation is a -

factor. Special consideration should be

~ given to maintaining the natural topogra- -

phy of the land when possible, and to
apply existing trees to the development of
a site. The building department shall have
final approval of the site. Noncompliance

with this ordinance shall result in the

. denial of a certificate of occupancy.

)] Unnecessary removal of trees or other
- vegetation shall be prohibited. The plant-
ing of grass or other ground covers shall
not supersede the requirement for trees

as indicated by each zoning district.

(8) Prior to the issuance of a certificate of a

. occupancy, any parcel of land for which a
- building permit has been requested shall
have preserved or planted trees, at a
minimum caliper of one and one-half (1¥z)
inches, upon the parcel where 1and distur-
bance has occurred. A minimum of seventy-

five (75) percent of planted trees shall be

hardwoods. All recorded lots within a sub-
division shall have planted or preserved,
the required number of trees according to

Supp. No. 18
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. their zom'ﬁg district (see paragraph (d),
below, Provisions for single family residen-
- tial subdivision development.

. (d) Provisions for si'ngle-family residential sub- -
division development: Residential parcels of land

- which are part of a platted subdivision ghall be

subject to the minimum requirements of this
ordinance. All parcels of land for which building
permits have been requested and where land

~ disturbance will occur, shall comply with the

following preservation or planting requirements
according to the zoning district in which they

exist: o o
(1) RA(residential agricultural) and R-1 (sin-
~ gle-family residential) lots shall have pre-
served and/or planted a minimum of ten
(10) trees within the limits of each parcel
of land for the first acre. For every addi-
tional one-quarter-acre, two (2) additional

- trees shall be planted.

(2) R-2 (single-family residential) lots which
are on septic and which are between thirty
thousand (30,000) square feet and one (1)
acre in size, shall have preserved and/or
planted a minimum of seven (7) trees
within the limits of each property. For
every additional one-quarter-acre, two (2)
additional trees shall be planted. -

(3) R-2, R-3 (single-family residential) and
RD (duplex dwelling district) lots on pub-
lic sewer shall have preserved and/or

- planted a minimum of four (4) trees within -
the limits of each property.

(4) Efforts should be taketi fo preserve exist-
ing trees, especially those trees which are

eight (8) inches in caliper or larger and
which are of a considerable age but not
dying or deceased. The preservation of .

- large specimen trees is encouraged.

(e) Nonresidential and multifamily require- _
ments. Provisions for nonresidential and multi- .
family development: o ‘

(1) Multifamily, commercial, industrial, and

office-institutional developments (includ-
- ing those requested on residential par-
cels) shall be subject to the minimum

1944.4.26




(2)

Q) |
. much as possible, existing trees, espe-
c1a11y those trees which are eight (8) inches

@
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requirements of this ordinance, the county ‘

buffer ordinance and the county land-
scape ordinance.

All individual parcels of land or nonresi-
dential subdivisions for which a develop-

land disturbance will occur, shall comply

with the following preservation or plant-

ing requirements:

a. Commercial, industrial and office-
institutional lots shall be developed
consistent with the requirements con-

_tained in sections 3-7-216 through

'3-7-227 of the Zoning Ordinance of

Henry County, Georgia.

b. Aland disturbance permit shall not

be issued by the building depart-
ment unless and until the county

“shall have inspected the site and

- confirmed that all exlstmg tree pro-
tectlon devmes are in place on the
site. :

Ef_fort should be taken to ‘preserve as

in caliper or larger and which are of a
considerable age but not dying or dis-
eased.

'Ibpographlcal dlfﬁcultles and/or the in-
* stallation of utilities shall be considered
“at the time of the development of a non--
residential subdivision or parcel. Each

parcel of land shall be considered on a
case-by-case basis as to the removal of

~ . trees where topography and/or utility in-

%)

Supp. No. 18

stallation is a factor. Special consider-
ation should be given to maintaining the
natural topography of the land when pos-
sible, and to apply existing trees to the
development of a site. The building de-

" partment shall have final approval of the

site. Noncompliance with this ordinance
shall result in _the denial of a certificate of

" occupancy.

Only those areas which have or shall be
disturbed due to the development of a

parcel of land shall be subject to the
Ppreservation and/or planting of trees and

- ment permit has been requested, and where-—-

(6)

& 3-7-166

other vegetation. Parcels of land zoned

' commercial, industrial and/or office-insti-
" tutional for which a building permit has
‘not been requésted shall not be required
- to plant trees or vegetation. Unnecessary
_removal of trees or other vegetation shall

be prohibited. The planting of grass or
other ground covers shall not supersede
the requirement for trees and/or shrubs
as indicated by each zoning district.

Properties which are ten (10) acres in size -
or larger, on which application has been

:made for a development permit, where
_land disturbance will occur, and are not

part of a platted subdivision, shall have
preserved and/or planted a minimum of
ten (10) trees within the limits of each

'~ parcel of land for the first acre. For every
‘additional one-quarter-acre, two (2) addi-
' tional trees shall be preserved/planted. In
" “determining the amount of acreage sub-

ject to this preservatlon/replant require-

- ment, the following shall be excluded from

the total acreage or acreage calculation in

' commercial, industrial, and office:institu-

tional developments

‘a. Building footprints;

b Paved parkmg lot areas,

S e Detentlon ponds, and
: d. " Roadways or nghts-of way

(f) ﬁmbermg activities. All propertles cleared
within the county or associated cities (Hampton,

- Locust Grove and Stockbridge) for the sole pur-

pose of timbering, or which are not subject to any
of the covenants referenced in subsection (bX2)b,
of this ordinance, and which are not otherwise
exempt under the terms of th15 ordinance, must
comply with the following conditions: '

1)

(2)

1944.4.27

All lands demgnated for tlmbermg pur-
poses must be properly declared timber-
lands by the property owner via the filing
of a statement with the Henry County
Building Department '

A loggmg perm1t must be obtamed from

- the Henry County Department of Trans-

portation before harvest.
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3)

4)

®

6)

HENRY COUNTY CODE

A property owner must submit a request
in writing to the building department to
release properties declared timberlands.
The county board of commissioners or the
apphcable city council shall render a de-

said request.

A property may be released as timber-
lands at any time as long as the property
has not been disturbed or harvested.

Development plans must be submitted
and approved by the county building de-
partment following the release from tim-
berland status, and prior to the develop-
ment of said properties.

'The building department shall have the

right to impose further county erosion

" control measures on the property or prop-

™

erty owner(s) after release of the timber-
land declaration

The sgite, shall not be developed for resi-

' dent1a1 or. other developmental purposes

until at least two (2) years after the forest

" has been clearcut or two (2) years after

3)

mnety-ﬁve (95) percent of the trees have
been removed.

Necessary steps shall be taken to ensure

the protection of soil and water resources,

~ with special attention given to avoiding

the sedimentation (silting) of streams and

~other waterways.

;_'(9) |

- lent guidelines for the protection of water -

Georgia Forestry Commission's "Best Man-
agement Practices" (BMPs) provide excel-

" quality, wildlife habitat and vegetative

cover. The provisions of these BMPs shall
‘be requisite conditions and shall be fol-

lowed in order to ensure proper environ-
mental protection. Some of these required
conditions to be followed include, but are

‘not ]nmted to:

Supp. No. 18

a, Analyze and plan site preparation,
taking into account all aspects of
streammde management zones.

b. ~ Avoid the cutting -of roads or trails
unless absolutely necessary. If roads/

@

trails are necessary, do not locate
them on ridge-tops and avoid use of
soft roads/trails during wet ground
conditlons

- dozingi o e

d. When forestry activities ‘are com-
pleted for a particular period of time,

temporary access roads should be

“retired. This includes re-shaping,
mulching, and seeding, in combina-
tion with water bars.

e. ' Leave lcg'ging debris on exposed soil,

10)

dry washes, and at points of concen-
trated drainage from skid trails and

- road. Do not pile debris in hve or
-wet-weather streams.

f. Do not service 1ogg1ng' equipment

“where it will have an impact on soil

~or water quality,. =
g. Skidding on steep slopes should be
done on a gradual grade rather than
straight up the slope, and skidding
will be alternated between several
skidding trails to minimize soil ex-
posure and disturbance

Copies of the Georgia Forestry

Commission's booklet on "Georgia's Best -

Management Practices for Forestry" will
be made available at the county commu-

' nity development office. .

(g) Clearing and Jor grading only

)

The unnecessary cuttmg or damagmg of

trees and mass grading of land(s) shall be

prohibited unless exempted or approved
by Henry County or the cities which may

adopt this ordinance. All tree removal

shall be done in accordance with the best
preservation goals and management prac-

- tices described herein. If trees are exist-

- 1944.4.28

ing on the site, measures must be taken to
‘ensure areas of protection are flagged,
marked or otherwise delineated to meet’

the tree protection reqmrements of this

. Ordmance

Clearing of land shall only be pefmitted
upon review and approval and issuance of

c. Avoid harrowmg, root rakmg, or bull-
cision regardmg the request for release_ o

"within twenty-one (21) days of receiving
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a permit by the building department pur-
suant to existing Henry County Ordi-
nances and procedures.

(3) A site or sites proposed for present or

- future development, when existing vege-
~tation has been removed without the fore- -

knowledge or consent of the building de-

-partment, and where submittal of

development plans to the county building
department has not been accomplished, -

shall be subject to the fines and penaltles

of this ordinance.

@ Propertles which are cleared shall comply
-with the all state and county erosion
control regulations.

-(h) Miscellaneous provzswns

(1) Trees and tree-save areas calculated in

the preservation and/or planting require-

- ments of this ordinance shall not be lo-
cated in a required buﬁ'er zone.

(2) Nothing in this ordmance shall be con-
. strued to allow the removal of any tree or
vegetation in a required stream buffer, or
“undisturbed/planted buffer, except where

. buffer improvements have been autho-
rized by the building department director.

(8) It is desirable that planted trees be eco-
: logically compatible with the site and
~ ~neighborhood. Seventy-five (75) percent

of the planted trees sha]l be hardwood.

(4) Replacement trees shall be planted in a
" manner that will provide adequate space
-for nounshment light and maturation.

(D) Protection of trees during construction. Meth-
ods and standards for tree’ protection shall be
established in administrative gmdelmes as fol-
lows:

D Trees 1dent1ﬁed to be preserved and/or
. planted, and being counted as credit for
meeting the requirements of this ordi-
nance, shall have a valid, recognizable
- method of tree-protection (tree-save) mark-
ing or delineation mstalled at the critical

root zones.

(2) No person engaged in the construction of
any structure(s) or improvement(s) shall

Supp. No, 18 ‘ : 1944.4.29

(1) Enforcement | _
@, Enforcement authonty _
Sa The Henry County Building Depart-

§ 3-7-166

encroach on a designated tree-save/criti-

* cal root zone area with heavy machinery

or the storage of heavy bmldrng maferi-
als.

ment Director and/or the Henry
County Code Enforcement Director,
- or their authorized designees, under
‘the guidance of the Henry County .
Board of Comrmssmners, and in as-
sociation with the cooperating city
cotincils (Hampton, Locust Grove
and/or Stockbridge), to the extent
such cities have adopted this ordi-
. nance, shall have jurisdiction .and
enforcement authonty over thls or-
dmance '

'b.  The county building department sha]l

at any time, at the direction of the
" building department director order
the ceasing of all work on a site if
any ' aspects of this ordinarce are

‘violated. Issuance’ of a certificate of .~

occupancy shall be conditioned .on
compliance with this ordmance at
the time ‘a_final mspectlon is re-

_ quested. : :

(2) The appeals procedure
--a. All appeals of decisions resultmg from

a plan submitted to the planning
-and development department by a.
developer builder, or attorney relat-
ing to the requirements of this ordi-
‘nance shall be directed to the direc-
_tor of the planning and development
department The director shall im-
mediately forward a copy of the ap-
peal to the county manager, city man--
ager, clerk, or other official in charge
of schedu]mg matters for the af-
" fected government. An appeal hear-
ing shall be scheduled at the next
- meeting of the commission or council
- if practical, but rio later the twenty-
“one (21) days from the date of the
appeal,
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- 'b.  All appeals as a result of a decision

(3)

or decisions made by the director of
the county building department fol-
lowing plan approval relating to the
requirements of this ordinance shall

be directed to the director of the =~ -~

building department. The director
shall un.medlately forward a copy of

" the appeal to the county manager,
city manager, clerk, or other official
in charge of scheduling matters for

. the affected government. An appeal
hearing shall be scheduled at the
next regular meeting of the commis-
sion or council if practical, but no
later than twenty-one (21) days from
the date of the appeal.

Vanances The board of commissioners or

. ‘applicable city council is authorized upon

appeal in specific cases to consider such
variances from the terms of this ordi-
nance as will not be contrary to the public
interest where, owing to special condi-

_‘ tlons, a literal enforcement of the provi-

' of the ordinance shall be observed, public .

sions of this ordinance W1]1 in an individ-

ual case, result in practical difficulty or .

unnecessary hardship, so that the spirit

safety and welfare secured, and substan-
tial justice done. The existence of noncon-
forming neighboring land in the same or
in other districts shall not constitute a
reason for a variance. A variance may be
granted in an individual case of unneces-
sary hardship upon a finding by the board

‘ . of commissioners (or city council) that all
the following conditions exist:

a. - There are extraordmary and excep-

Supp. No. 18

tional conditions pertaining to the
particular piece of property in ques-
tion because of its size, shape or
topography that are not applicable
to other lands in the same district.
b.  Aliteral interpretation of the provi-
sions of this ordinance would de-
prive the applicant of rights com-

monly enjoyed by other properties of -
_the district in which the property is

located.

1944.4.30

CY)

)]

¢.  Granting the variance requested will
not confer upon the property of the
applicant any special privileges that
are denied to other properties of the
district in which the apphcant's prop-
. erty is located.

d.  The requested variance will be in
harmony with the purpose and in-
. tent of this ordinance and will not be

injurious to the neighborhood or to -

the general welfare.

e. The special circumstances are not ;
the result of the actions of the appli- -

_ cant. : "

f.  The variance requested is the mini-

mum variance that will make possi-
ble the legal use of the land.

g The variance is not a request to

.permit a use of land which is not
- permitted - by right in the district:
involved. ' '

Vanance procedure An apphcant for a

~variance shall file a written request with
-the applicable plannmg and development

department director or building depart-
ment director. The board of commission-
.ers or municipal authorities shall estab-
lish a reasonable time for heanng the
variance request and shall give public.
notice thereof and due notice to the par-
ties in interest; and shall decide the vari-
ance request within reasonable time. At
the hearing any party may appear in

person, or by agent or by attorney.

Fees: All requests by private groups, indi-

" viduals, businesses and other nonpublic

organizations for appeals and variances

- shall be accompanied by a filing fee which

6

is maintained in the office of the planning
and development department. director or
building department director, as applica-
ble. g

Fines and penalties:

a. It shall be unlawful for any person,
company or entity to violate the pro-

- visions of this ordinance. Mass grad-
ing or clearcuttmg wolatlons of the
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ordinance shall result in a fine of up

to one thousand dollars ($1,000.00)

per occurrence; Each occurrence may

be considered a separate violation

with a separate fine of up to one
._thousand dollars ($1,000.00), . ...

b. . Other violations of this ordinance
ghall result in a fine of up to five
hundred dollars ($500.00) per occur-
rence. Each "other" occurrence may
be considered a separate violation
with a separate fine of up to five '
hundred dollars ($500.00).

¢. If a developer or builder performs or
- allows, mtentlonally or accidentally,
mass grading or tree removal, con-
trary to the requirements of this
Ordinance, then, in addition to the
penalties above, the minimum tree
planting requu'ements of this ordi-
nance contained in subsection (d)
shall be accomplished prior to the
approval of the final development
plat or certificate of occupancy, which-
ever.is applicable. :

d. Inlieu of fine(s), a court with appro-
‘priate jurisdiction may require that
the defendant abate or cause to be
cured any other violation of this or-
.dinance,.
e. The county or its associated cities
- will hold the right to stop further
land activity until a development
comes into compliance with this or-
dinance.

(k) Separability. Should any section or provi-
gion of this ordinance be declared by a court of law
to be unconstitutional or invalid, such declaration
- shall not effect the validity of this ordinance other
than the part that is declared unconstxtutlonal or
invalid.

{Ord. No. 22- 02 § 1 3-21-2000; Ord. No.-00-05,
 § 1, 4-25-2000; Ord No. 00-13, § 1, 12- 19-2000)

Supp. No. 18 L 1944.4.31

§ 3-7-166
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APPENDIX 1. HENRY COUNTY TREE
ORDINANCE HANDBOOK

Introduction

_This handbook is an appendix to the Henry

_County Tree Ordinance. Many of the topics dis-

cussed here are suggestions and recommenda-
tions. This handbook is intended to assist the

homeowner, developer, timber harvester and tech-

nical expert interpret the Henry County Tree
Ordinance and apply it to the1r particular situa-
tion.

The beg‘mnmgs of the Henry County Tree
Ordinance ;

' In the face of rapid growth, the Henry County
Board of Commissioners saw a need to set guide-
lines regarding the preservation of trees. The
Board asked Commissioner Gary Freedman to
look into this matter, and he soon formed the Tree

Ordinance Working Group. Each commissioner

appointed a representative from their district to
help craft this tree law. In addition, two at-large
members were also appointed for the1r technical
expertise. The backgrounds of these members
was varied and diverse,- and created a well-
rounded committee that shared a core set of
values. '

The question arlees "Why save trees?" There

are many reasons. Trees contribute to a high -

quality of life, and we all benefit from having
them.

Trees make shade. Imagine the scorching sum-
mer sun without the benefit of the cooling shade
. of a tree. In forested areas, trees cool the air and
contribute to moderating high temperatures on a

large scale. The shade that trees make also helps -

to reduce the costs of a1r-cond.1t10mng our homes.

Trees protect our topsoil and waier supply. The
huge mass of tree roots hold soil in its place.
Without them, valuable topsoil gets washed into
creeks and rivers by rain. The roots of trees and
other plants also help filter excess fertilizers and
other chem1cals from our water supply. '

Trees protect wildlife. Of course, our wooded |

lands provide a haven and sanctuary for all
manner of wildlife. Henry County is home to an
enormous variety of birds, mammals and reptiles
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thanks to our private and public forested land. In
order to protect the habitat of wildlife, we must be
mindful of the quality and quant1ty of the forests
in our county.

Trees reduce noise. Even a narrow planting of

. trees and large shrubs between a house'and a

busy street can help reduce noise significantly.
The branches and leaves act as "sound-absorbers“

‘and filter much of the noise.

Trees look nice. Most real estate agents agree ~

. that a home with large, healthy trees will sell

much faster than one without. Most of us like the
look of trees atound our homes and busmesses It
makes the landscape look complete to have a
number of trees.

For the Homeowner

Unllke tree ordmances in other places, this
tree ordinance generally does not interfere with
the ability of private homeowners in a platted
subdivision from removing trees from their prop-

- erty once they have occupied their home. An

exception would be if their property included a
protectwe buffer along a creek, stream, or reser-
voir. In these cases, rules from the State Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and/or Henry County
Watershed Protection Ordmances regardmg tree -
removal would apply C :

Spec1ﬁcally, the Henry County Tree Ordmance o

does apply to:

. Bu1ld1ng a new home in a platted subdl-.
vision. :

Bmldmg anew home on a lot that is three
_acres or larger

The law does not apply to:
* _Existing homes.

¢  New homes on lots less than_. 10 acres and
" not part of a platted subdivision. -

*  Tree clearing for legitimate forestrj prac-
. tices, conversion to crop land or pastures,
- or other recognized agricultural practices:.

*  Tree removal for adding on to'a home.

*  Tree removal for buﬂdjng a barn, guest
quarters, or similar accessory structure.
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] Removing trees to install a swimming
' pool.

¢  Removing dead d15eased msect—mfested
or dying trees.

e Removmg trees that pose a hazard to an -

' existing or proposed home.

Permits are requl.red by Henry County for most _

types of construction activity. Information on per-
mits can be obtained by contacting the Henry
County Building Department at (770) 954-2441.

* If the tree ordinance does apply to your situa-

tion, call the Henry County Planning and Devel-.

opment Department at (770) 954—2457 to sched-
ule a pre-application conference.

For the bmlderldeveloper _

The Hem'y County Tree Ordmance was de-'
51gned to be different from those in other locali- .

ties. While it encourages the saving of trees, it

. does not impose additional costs by demanding
tree surveys or creatmg comphcated tree replace-
" ment formulae

‘In general this tree ord.mance apphes to smgle

family residential developments and home build-

ing. If your project is to be zoned multi-family, -
commercial, industrial, 6r office-institutional, you -

must comply with the Henry County Buffer Ordi-
nance and the Henry County Landscape Ordi-
nance in addition to this tree ordinance.

For developing a single famlly residential sub-
division, the project must follow these guidelines.

(1) Not be on property that has been declared
timberlands with the Henry County Build-
ing Department. It may be developed if
the site has been declared timberlands for

. more than two years or if the site has not
been disturbed or the timber harvested.

(2) Have proper application filed with the
Henry County Office of Commumty De-
velopment.

.(3) - Limit how much land is cleared for the
" project. Briefly, only enough land can be
cleared for

"o . The 1nd1v1dua1 house )
. The driveway and S1dewalk
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o Utility easements and detention
ponds

* Roads
*  Decks and patios
e Clty-/County-approved trash plts

. -Dramage required by County buiild-
ing code

Mass gradmg ofa large szte is prohzbzted '
by this ordinance.

(4) During construction, a tree save area must
be designated around any trees that are

. to remain at the end of construction. De-
_sirable trees should be identified and a
physical barrier set up around the tree or

. group of trees. This barrier can consist of

- . 4' high orange safety fence, wide plastic

* -caution tape, a simple fence made of lum-
ber, or other appropriate methods that

can identify the non-invasive drip line
area. The barrier should be placed beyond

the drip zone (critical root zone) and should
- prevent the stockpiling of soil or building
~ materials, dumping cleaning solvents, or

- parking vehicles or equipment within this

barricaded area.

(6) The individual lots within a subdivision
." must meet minimum requirements for

tree retention or replacement in order to
receive a certlﬁcate of occupancy

Zonmg class .. No. of trees
-RA(Re51dent1a1 _ o 10% -

. Agricultural) R

R1 . ' 10
R-2 on geptic tank - - = T*
R-2 on sewer, R-3 - : 4
and RD . ' _ _

. *Note: For each add1t10na1 quarter acre," }

add 2 trees. — '

A Special Note to Builders and Develope'rs -'

Developers and builders of all types are strongly
encouraged to design projects around large trees
or significant groups of trees. Trees over eight
inches in diameter which are healthy will add to
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the value of the property The Office of Commu-
nity Development can be of assistance if neces-

sary.

Also; speculative grading is generally prohib-
ited by this ordinance. Always ask for assistance

in the Office of Community Development before

any grading activity takes place.
For the timber farmer and harvester

Lands that are des1gnated for timbering or

logging must be declared as such with the Hem'y -

County Building Department.

Land that has been designated as such and
disturbed or harvested as timberland will not be

available for other types of development for two

years. It may continue to be maintained as a tree
farm for as long as is desirable,

A permit must be obtained from the Henry
County Department of Transportation before tim-

* bering activity can begin. This allows a DOT
representatlve to check on the site penodlcally It
_ is also used to make sure that heavy mud is not
tracked onto the roads, or that gravel roads are
not damaged during rainy weather. The cost of
the permit is reasonable, and will not be a burden
to a legltlmate timber harvester '

Erosion control measures must be in place.

before any logging operation begins. In general,

‘streams and creeks, as well as county roadways,.

must be protected from stormwater runoff.

Defimtlons _

The making of this tree ‘ordinance brought -

together many disciplines, like agriculture; silvi-

culture (forestry), horticulture, real estate devel-

' opment and law, so the language can be confus-

ing. Below is a list of deﬁmt10ns that are apphcable :

to thm ordinance.
Buffer An area of a lot or parcel established

and maintained to create a naturally preserved

space between dlssumlar use propert1es

significant height in the forest or landscape. Ex-

- amples include Red Maple, Sycamore, River Birch,
Red Oak, Willow Oak, Loblolly Pme, or trees of
similar stature. - -
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Caliper: The diameter or thickness of the trunk
of a nursery-grown tree as measured at 4 1nches
above the top of the root mass.

* Critical root zbne: An area on the ground around
a tree that is equal to the reach of the farthest
branches. It is assumed that this critical root zone
includes the majority of the trees root mass; -
however recent research suggests that many im-
portant feeder roots extend far beyond this zone,

Cuttmg The detaching or separatmg of any
llmb branch or root from a tree.

Deczduous tree: Any tree thch naturally loses‘

~ its leaves i in the Fall.

DBH—Dzameter at breast hezght A forestry
term that takes the thickness measurement of a
tree at 4.5 feet above the ground

Dead tree: A tree that does not contam any live

tissue, i.e., green leaves or l1ve Limbs.

Evergreen tree Any tree that retams green

leaves throughout the year. This includes Magno-

lias and tree-type Hollies, as well as Pines and
Cedars. ‘ .

Green space: Any area retained as permanently

- vegetated land

Natural area: An area .of ,natu_ral- Vegetation
that is generally undisturbed, unmaintained, and
is self-perpetuating. It includes not only trees, but
also native shrubs, ground covers, wildflowers,

~ vines, and grasses.

Removal: The phys1cal removal of a tree.

Understory tree: A class of trees and large '
shrubs that do not attain the height of a canopy or
shade tree, yet are large enough at maturity to
provide shade for people, as well as many of the

_benefits of larger shade trees. Examples include

Dogwood, Red Bud, Crabapple, Crepe Myrtle,
Wax Myrtle, Ornamental Cherry, Hawthome, and

-tree-type Hollies.
Canopy tree: A class of large trees atta1mng

Tree: Any hvmg, self-supporting, woody peren—
nial plant which has a trunk caliper of one and
one-half (1Y/2) inches measured at a point four (4)
inches above the ground and which normally -
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attains a height of at least ten (10) feet at matu-
rity usually with one (1) main stem or trunk and
many branches :

Recommended Trees For Henry County

.. Henry County, Georgia is in a great area to

' grow trees. With our mild climate and fertile soils,
several dozen species of trees are native to the
county. In addition, our climate makes it possible

to easily grow many varieties of nonnative tree _

species, too

Trees are hsted by Latin name in alphabetical

order. Scientific, or Latin names, are included

- - because some trees have moré than one common

name, or different names in different regions. If
you are not familiar with the common name
listed, you will be able to locate any tree w1th the
Latin name.

Latm Name/Common Name

Acer barbatum/Florida maple or Southern Sugar
Maple

Acer buerg_erianz_zm/’l‘rident Maple -
Acer rubrum/Red Maple | |
Amalanchier arborea/Service Berry -
Betula nigra/River Birch

Cercis canadensis/Eastern Redbud

Cornus florida/White Dogwood

Cornus kousa/Chiriese Dogw_ood

Ilex oﬁaca/American Holly |

Ilex vomitoria/Yaupon Holly

Ilex X attenuata./Fosters Holly

_Juglans Nigra/Black Walnut _
Koelreuteria paniculata/Golden Rain Tree
Lagerstroemia indica/Crepe myrtle o
Liquidambaf styfaciﬂua/Sweetgum
Liriodendron tulipifefa/'l‘tﬂip Poplar __

' Magnolia grandiflora/Southern Magnoﬁa.
Magnoll,a vzrgzmana/Sweetbay Magnoha
Metasequoza glyptostrobozdes/Dawn Redwood

: Myrzca cerzfera/Wax myrtle
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Nyssa sylvatzca/Blackgum or Tupelo
Oxydendron arborea/Souirwood
Pinus taeda/Loblolly Pine
Pinus vzrgmzana/Virglma Pme
PLstacLa chmenszslPlstacluo Tree
. - Platanus occzdentalzs/Sycamore ‘

Prunus carolmzana/Ca.rohna Cherrylaurel

' Quercus acutzsszma/Sawtooth Oak
Quercus alba/White Oak -
Quercus coccined/Scarlet Qak

'. Quer_cus nigra/Water Oak
Ql.tercusr palztst_ris/Pin Oak
Quercus phellos/Willoyv' Oak
Quercus rubra/Red Oak '

i Quercus shuma,rdz/Shumard Oak
Thxodzum dzstzchum/Bald Cypress - _
X Cupressocyparzs leylandu/Leyland Cypress

There are many more suitable tree species and
cultivars than those listed here. Consult with the .
Henry County Extension Agent, a Certified Plant

~ Professional, a Certified Landscape Specialist, or o
a Landscape Archltect regardmg alternatlve o
-choices. _ Ll

Plantmg Trees
- After selecting a tree suitable for your locatlon'

. it is important to plant it properly. Perhaps the
single biggest reason for newly planted trees S

dying is poor, or improper plantmg

Tlmmg is 1mportant too. In general trees and o

most other landscape plants can be planted a]l-_
through the year. The worst time of the year is

.. . when the soil is extremely wet, primarily in the
~ winter. Also the hottest part of the summer makes
it more difficult to keep the trees alive, Fall of the -

year is the best time for many reasons. With .
cooler air temperatures and still-warm soil tem- _
peratures; roots can grow very well this time of
year. It is easier to keep up with water demands.
And most 1mportantly, the milder weather makes
it easier to work outside longer. '
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Following these time-tested guidelines will help
your trees thrive.

Step 1. Dig a hole. As simple as this sounds,
take the time to do it properly. Since a tree will
last for twenty to one hundred years, invest
enough time to dig a big enough hole: If the
ground is hard from summer heat, water the
planting site the day before planting. This
softens the soil and makes digging much easier.
Be careful not to make the planting site too
soggy as this is not a good planting situation.
As a rule, the hole for your trees should be
twice as wide as the root ball, and only a little
deeper.

While it is not recommended by the Exten-
sion Service, it is acceptable practice to supple-
ment the plantmg soil with other material.

- Composted pme bark or peanut hulls are readily

available and i mexpenswe Coarse creek sand

is also useful in heavy clay soils. A simple
recipe would be to mix 50% of the native soil
with 25% compost and 25% coarse sand.

. Step 2. Plant the tree.- Nursery-grown trees
‘come in a variety of "packaging." Most often,
something has {o be removed from the root
mass of the tree to make it ready for planting.

The following is a brief list of the different

types of packaging and what to remove.
Burlap only—Remove the nylon strings.
Burlap and wire basket—Remove nylon
strings and fold back the top loops of wire.
Plastic pot—Remove the plastic pot. If the
roots are in a solid mass that mimics the

shape of the container, use a knife to

make three or four vert1ca1 cuts in the
root mass.’

~ Carefully place the tree in the hole. Make

- certain that the top of the root mass, or root
ball, is slightly above the existing grade Usu-
ally one-half to three-fourths of an znch is
su/ﬁczent :

Make sure the tree is standing up straight
before backﬁ]]mg It is important not to leave
large air spaces in the hole, so break up large
chunks of soil before reﬁ]hng the planting hole.
When the filling is complete the soil should be
firmly settled, but not packed down. :
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" Step 3. Water it. Soak the tree. Water may have
to be applied two or three times in order to get

~ enough to soak in the tree's root mass. Water
should be standing on the ground several min-
utes after this first watering. Further watenng
depends on the season of the year and the size
of the tree: Naturally, warm or hot weather will*
demand more watering than in the m1ddle of
winter.

Step 4. Mulch around it. Add a three- to
four-inch layer of mulch like pine straw or pine

- bark around the tree. There are several rea-
sons why this is an important step. First, it
slows the loss of soil moisture through evapo-
ration. Second, it moderates soil temperatures‘
at the root zone, actmg like insulation in hot’
"and cold weather. Third, if installed thickly
enough, it prevents a maJonty of weeds from
emerging. without using weed-preventing chem-
icals. Fma]ly, 1t makes an attractlve finish to
the job.

For more detailed informatmii, refer to "Geor-
gia Cooperat1ve ‘Extension Service bulletin en-
t1t1ed “Plantmg Trees in Georgla" ‘

- Takmg Care of Trees

The most nnportant aspect of long—term tree -
care is proper planting. If the right tree is planted -

- in the right locatlon and planted well, it w1]1 last

for generations.

The first four to six weeks after 'pla'nting atree
are the most crucial to its survival. Make sure
that it gets adequate water. Fertilizing twice a
year for young trees and once for older trées is
good practice. Use a 12-6-6 or 16-4-8 fertilizer
with at least 25% of the Nitrogen being slow-
release. For older trees, apply the amount accord- -

- ing to label directions in March. For young trees,

March and September are good. Pruning depends
on which varieties have been planted Most large

- shade trees require little or no prumng, especmlly
-after they are established. -

Many.thmgs can happen to a tree during its
lifetime. Some things can be controlled or avoided,

-and some cannot. Storms can do much damage to

trees. It is better too avoid species that are prone -
to storm damage. These include, but are not
limited to Loblolly Pine, Bradford Pear, and infe-
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rior Willow varieties. Other things can be avoided,
such as lawn mower and string trimmer damage.
By including the tree in a large area of mulch, the
possibility of equipment damage ig greatly re-
duced

Secs. 3-7-167—3-7-170. Reserved.

ARTICLE IX. MOBILE HOME
DEVELOPMENT

Sec. 3-7-171. Uses governed by these reg'ula-
: tions.

Mobile home development mcluding mobile
homes located on individual lots, mobile home
parks, mobile home subdivisions, and mobile home
condominiums as permitted in the RMH district
shall conform Wlth all of the followmg provisions.

Sec. 8-7-172. Pre-application meetmg.

Prior to filing a formal application for a mobile
home development the applicant shall meet with
planning staff to review sketch development plans N ‘ S ¥ .
to determine conformance with provisions of this ' ' _ _— 4
chapter. A single mobile home to be located on an ' ‘ -
individual lot is exempt from this requirement
but must comply with development provisions of
the RMH district. This meeting will familiarize
the applicant with county requirements.
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