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ARTICLE IIl. LANDSCAPING*

*Editor's note: Ord. No. 03-14, adopted June 16, 2003, provided material for § 82-10. At the
discretion of the editor, and with the concurrence of the city, the material as been set out as
article 11, §§ 82-10--82-21. ‘

Sec. 82-10. Purpose and applicability.

(@) The purpose of this article is to provide requirements for the landscaping of
developments in industrial, commercial, office-institutional, multifamily residential and
single-family zoning districts, in order to enrich the urbanized and natural environment of
the city. The article also applies to institutional uses such as churches, schools, day care
centers, and nursing homes which are allowed in residential zoning districts pursuant to
a conditional use permit. It is the intent and purpose of this landscape article to reduce
the adverse visual, environmental and aesthetic effects of parking lots, drives, loading
areas, and other development through the introduction of trees and other plant materials
in order to:

(1) Minimize the rate of stormwater runoff;

(2) Maximize the capability of groundwater recharge in urban or suburban
areas;

(3) Increase air filtration and the removal of particulate and gaseous pollutants
through plant materials;

(4) Provide shade and noise attenuation;

(6) Filter and reduce the glare of headlights and reflected sunlight from parked
automobiles onto the public street rights-of-way;

(6) Improve the appearance of parking areas and vehicular surface areas; and

(7) Minimize the visual blight created by large expanses of paved surface
area.

(b) Intent. This article shall apply to all properties or portions thereof located within the
incorporated areas of the City of Jonesboro.

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-11. Definitions.

For purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meaning prescribed,
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

Buffer shall mean land area consisting of trees, shrubs, grasses, fences or some
combination thereof used to visibly separate one use from another through screening and
distance, to shield or block noise, light, glare, or visual or other conditions, to minimize physical
passage to non-similar areas, or to reduce air pollution, dust, dirt, and litter.
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ARTICLE II. LANDSCAPING* ' Page2o0f15

Buffer strip shall mean land area located within the boundary of a lot and required to be
set aside and used for landscaping and upon which only limited encroachments are authorized.

Building department or department shall mean the city department responsible for the
issuance of building permits and inspections of developments.

Building official shall mean the official of the building department or his/her designee.

Canopy tree shall mean any tree that, under normal forest conditions, will compose the
top layer or canopy of vegetation and generally will reach a mature height of greater than 40
feet.

Clearing shall mean the removal of vegetation from a property, whether by cuiting or
other means.

Construction buffer shall mean a type of buffer which is temporary and remains in effect
during the construction of a project.

Diameter, tree shall mean the diameter of a tree measured as follows: 1) for existing
preserved trees, at a point four and one-half feet above the ground; 2) for new replaced trees, at
a point 6 inches above the ground.

Dripline shall mean a line on the ground established by a vertical plane extending from a
tree's outermost branch tips down to the ground; i.e., the line enclosing the area directly
beneath the tree's crown from which rainfall would drip.

Floodplain, 100-year shall mean any land susceptible to being flooded or inundated by
water during a storm or other weather event with accumulated precipitation of a measured
amount which occurs, on average, once every 100 years. This definition shall include, without
limitation, any land identified on the flood insurance rate map as being within a delineated zone
of special flood hazard.

Grading shall mean the placement, removal, or movement of earth by use of mechanical
equipment on a property. -

Interior landscape area shall mean an area to be landscaped which is located in the
interior area of a development or building site where vehicular parking spaces are to be
provided or which is otherwise to be covered with impervious surface.

Land distributing permit (LDP) shall mean any permit other than a building permit issued
by the city that authorizes clearing or grading activities on a site or portion of a site. This permit
may be a clearing, clearing and grubbing, grading, or development permit as defined and
authorized by the city.

Landscape plan shall mean a detailed plan depicting proposed landscaping which will
accompany all site plans submitted for development approval for uses affected by this article.

Landscape strip shall mean land area located within the boundary of a lot and required
to be set aside and used for landscaping upon which only limited encroachments are
authorized.

Modification shall mean a type of administrative appeal that may be granted by the
director only where specifically authorized in this ordinance.

Nonresidential landscape planning area shall mean an area to be landscaped in a
nonresidential zoning district which is located around the perimeter of each residential structure
or in the front yard of a residential structure.

Perimeter landscape area shall mean an area to be landscaped which is located
between the buffer area required by article X of this chapter and the interior landscape area, as
defined in this article.
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ARTICLE II. LANDSCAPING* Page 3 of 15

Residential landscape planting area shall mean an area to be landscaped in a
residential zoning district which is located around the perimeter of each residential structure or
in the front yard of a residential structure.

Screening shall mean a method of shielding or obscuring one abutting or nearby
structure or use from another by opaque fencing, walls, berms, densely planted vegetation, or
the like.

Shade tree shall mean any tree, evergreen or deciduous, whose mature height can be
expected to exceed 35 feet and whose crown spread can be expected to exceed 30 feet. Shade
trees existing or planted, shall be at least eight feet in height and two inches in diameter,
measured at six inches above grade for new trees and measured at four and one-half feet
above grade for existing trees.

Shrub shall mean a woody plant of relatively low height, as distinguished from a tree by
having several stems rather than a single trunk,

Tree shall mean any live, self-supporting woody perennial plant, usually having a main
stem or trunk and many branches, and at maturity normally attaining a trunk diameter greater
than four inches at any point and a height of over 12 feet.

Tree diameter shall mean the widest cross-sectional dimension of a tree trunk measured
at diameter breast height (dbh) or at a point below diameter breast height for new trees or
multitrunk species, but in no case less than six inches from the ground.

Understory tree shall mean a tree that, under normal forest conditions grows to maturity
beneath overstory trees and will generally reach a mature height of at least ten feet but less
than 40 feet.

Vehicular use areas shall mean any area, paved or unpaved, used for egress or ingress,
or to store or park motor vehicles.

Zoning buffer shall mean a buffer required by the zoning ordinance or as a condition of
zoning, special use or variance approval for a specific property.

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-12. Plans.

A buffer and landscape plan shall be prepared for any project wherein buffer areas or
other landscaping areas or treatment are required by this ordinance, the zoning ordinances of
the city, conditions of zoning, special use or variance approval, or other regulations of the city,
and shall be approved prior to issuance of a development permit. While the plan shall cover, at
a minimum, the required buffer and landscape areas, the plan can be combined with a general
landscaping plan for the entire project at the developers option.

(1) The buffer and landscape plan shall be shown on a site plan or boundary
survey drawn to the same or a larger scale as the other plan documents
prepared for the development permit application and shall cover the same area.

(2) The buffer and landscape plan shall contain but need not be limited to the
following:

a. Project name and land district, land lot, and acreage;
b. Developer's name and telephone number;

C. The name, address, and telephone number of the registered
landscape architect, urban forester, or arborist responsible for preparation
of the plan, and the Seal or statement of professional qualifications of
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ARTICLE II. LANDSCAPING* Page 4 of 15

said person (which may be attached separately). The performance of
professional services in the preparation of plans required herein shall
comply with Georgia Law goveming the practice of the applicable
profession;

d. A scale sufficient to clearly indicate all details shall be used, along
with a north arrow;

e. Boundary lines of each buffer or other landscape area, appropriately
labeled.

f. Depiction of undisturbed buffer areas and protective areas, and any
other areas wherein trees are proposed to be retained to meet city
requirements, along the dnplmes of the trees or groups of trees contained
therein;

g. Identification of all proposed structures, vehicle use areas,
sidewalks, wheel stops or curbs, walls and fences;

h. A description of proposed landscaping improvements and plantings,
including the species, site, quantity, and location of all trees, shrubs,
vines, groundcover and other landscaping materials;

i.  Within areas involving or adjacent to land form chahges, existing and
finish grade topographic lines at an interval of no more than two feet may
be required;

j. For new plant materials to be installed, a plant material list including
but not limited to:

1.  Common and botanical names of all proposed plants.
2. Plant quantities.

3. Size and condition of plants. (Example: one inch diameter,
six feet height, balled and burlapped)

~ 4. Spacing.

5. Remarks as necessary to insure proper plant selection upon
installation. (Example: specimen, muiti-trunked).

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-13. Buffer regulations.

Buffers shall be required between dissimilar districts or uses in accordance with the
provisions of the zoning ordinance or as a condition of zoning, special use or variance approval.

4)) Width of buffers. Buffers shall meet the minimum width requirements
contained in the zoning ordinance, except as required by a condition of zoning,
special use, or variance approval.

(2) Screening requirements.

a. Buffers shall be natural, undisturbed, and free of encroachments
except as authorized by a condition of zoning, special use or variance
approval, or as authorized herein, and shall contain the existing tree
cover and vegetation as well as any supplemental plantings or
replantings as may be required.

b. Buffers shall be of such nature and density so as to screen activities,
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ARTICLE II. LANDSCAPING* Page 5 of 15

structures and uses on the property from view from the normal level of a
first story window on an abutting lot and shall further provide a year-round
effective visual screen.

c. Buffers required along side property lines shall extend to a street
right-of-way line unless otherwise required by the director in order to
observe the sight distance requirements contained in the development
regulations, or as authorized by a condition of zoning, special use, or
variance approvali.

d. In situations where the required buffer width is partially or completely
contained within an existing easement (e.g. power or natural gas
transmission, etc.), the screening requirements of this. artlcle shall be met
outside of the easement area.

(3) Supplemental plantings.

a. Buffers in which vegetation is non-existent or is ihadequate to meet
the screening requirements of this article shall be planted with
supplemental plantings so as to provide a year-round effective visual
screen,

b.  Supplemental plantings and replantings shall consist of evergreen
trees, shrubs, or combination thereof, native or adaptable to the region.
All trees planted shall be a minimum of six feet in height at time of
planting and shall be a species which will achieve a height of at least 20
feet at maturity. All shrubs planted shall be a large growing species, shall
be a minimum of three feet in height at time of planting and shall be a
species which will achieve a height of at least ten feet at maturity.

c. All supplemental plantings shall be installed to allow for proper plant
growth and maintenance.

(4) Non-vegetative screening.

a. Non-vegetative  materials utilized to satisfy the screening
requirements of this article, in addition to the use of existing vegetation
and/or supplemental plantings, may consist of walls, fences, earthen
berms or any combination thereof.

b. If walls or fences are to be utilized, their placement and installation
shall be such so as to cause minimal disturbance of existing vegetation
and located so as to provide an effective visual screen. All walls or fences
must be architecturally compatible with existing adjacent structures and at
least six feet in height.

(6) Disturbance or encroachments.

a. Ditches, swales, storm water conveyance facilities, storm water
detention ponds, sanitary sewer conveyance facilities, similar facilities,
and any associated easements, shall not encroach into a buffer except
that necessary access and utility crossings (e.g. storm water or sanitary
sewer pipes) may encroach into the buffer as near to perpendicular as
practical.

b.  Supplemental plantings or replantings of vegetation, or authorized
non-vegetative screening devices shall be authorized to encroach into a
buffer provided their is minimal disturbance of any significant existing
vegetation.

¢. Land disturbance is authorized in areas of a buffer that are devoid of
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ARTICLE II. LANDSCAPING* Page 6 of 15

significant vegetation provided that the final grade and replantings of
vegetation meet the screening requirements contained herein.

d. Dying, diseased or dead vegetation may be removed from a buffer
provided minimal disturbance occurs, vegetation thus removed shall be
replaced where necessary to meet the screening requirements contained
herein.

(6) Protection during land disturbing activities.

a. During authorized land disturbing activities, buffers shall be clearly
demarcated and protected prior to commencement of, and during,
construction.

b. The method of demarcation and protection utilized shall be in
accordance with best management practices or as required by the
depariment.

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-14. Standards for construction buffers.

(a) Construction buffers shall only be required where specifically provided as a
condition of zoning, special use or variance approval.

(b) Time constraints. Construction buffers shall only be in effect during the
construction period of a project and shall terminate upon project completion. In the case
of a residential subdivision, a construction buffer shall terminate upon each individual lot
with the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the principal dwelling.

(c) Disturbance or encroachments.

(1) Construction buffers shall be natural, undisturbed and free of
encroachments except as authorized by a condition of zoning, special use or
variance approval, or as authorized herein.

(2) The encroachment of ditches swales stormwater conveyance facilities,
stormwater detention ponds, sediment basins, sanitary sewer conveyance
_facilities, similar facilities, and any associated easements, into a construction
buffer shall not be authorized except that necessary access and utility crossings
(e.g. storm water or sanitary sewer pipes) and natural bottom detention ponds
(sediment basins must be located outside of the construction buffer) and their
appurtenant structures which require no grading and removal of trees, may
encroach upon the construction buffer.

(3) If the construction buffer on a residential lot is devoid of existing trees and
vegetation, and a tree survey is submitted to document this situation prior to
conducting land disturbing activities (including clearing) on the lot, then the
department may authorize the encroachment of a building or structure into the
construction buffer for a distance not to exceed 10 feet.

(d) Protection during land disturbing activities.

(1)  During authorized land disturbing activities construction buffers shall be
clearly demarcated and protected prior to commencement of, and during,
construction.

(2) The method of demarcation and protection utilized shall be in accordance
with best management practices or as required by the department.
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ARTICLE II. LANDSCAPING* Page 7 of 15

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-15. Landscape regulations.

(@)  Nonresidential and multifamily uses. Nonresidential and multifamily uses shall
provide for and maintain landscape plantings on-site as follows:

(1) One landscape strip at least ten feet in width adjacent to any street right-of-
way abutting the property and running the length of the entire property frontage;

(2) In areas adjacent to or internal to off-street parking lots that are required by
the zoning ordinances to contain more than five off-street parking spaces in
accordance with section 86-4;

(3) Asrequired by a condition of zoning, special use or variance approval;

(4) One nonresidential landscape planting area at least six feet in width around
the perimeter of each structure,

(6) The remaining ground area shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded with
grass.

(6) The building official is hereby authorized to grant a modification of up to 50
percent of the ten foot landscape strip width provided the strip is not required by
a condition of zoning, special use, modification variance or waiver approval.

(b) Residential uses. Residential uses shall provide for and maintain landscape
plantings on-site as follows:

(1) As required by a condition of zoning, special use, modification, variance or
waiver approval,

(2) A residential landscape planting area on each lot at least six feet in W|dth
around the perimeter of each structure; and

(3) Within the interior of an individual lot, a 150-square-foot interior |andscape
planting area shall be required for each 5,000 square feet of the lot.

(Ord. No. 03-13, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-16. Landscape strip planting requirements.

(a) Ten-foot wide landscape strips. Landscape strips which are required to be ten feet
in width shall contain landscaping and plantings within the strip as follows:

(1) One canopy tree for each 25 linear feet of strip length shall be provided.
Deciduous trees shall be at least two inches in diameter and evergreens trees
shall be six feet in height at time of planting. Trees shall be a species native or
suitable to this region;

(2) One under canopy tree for each 25 linear feet of strip length shall be
provided. Each canopy tree shall be a species native or suitable to this region;

(3) One shrub for each 25 linear feet of strip length shall be provided. Each
shrub shall be a species native or suitable to this region;

(4) Trees and shrubs required herein may be planted and spaced singly or in
groups as authorized by the director so long as the total number of plantings is
achieved; and
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ARTICLE II. LANDSCAPING* Page 8 of 15

(6) The remaining ground area shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded with
grass, and/or planted with groundcover species and/or provided with other
landscaping material, or any combination thereof.

(b) Six-foot wide landscaping strips. Landscape strips which are required to be six feet
in width shall contain landscaping and plantings within or adjacent to the strip as follows:

(1)  One canopy tree for each 50 linear feet of strip length shall be provided.
Deciduous trees shall be at least two inches in diameter and evergreen trees
shall be at least six feet in height at time of planting. Trees shall be a species
native or suitable to this region.

(2) One shrub for each 50 linear feet of strip length shall be provided. Each
shrub shall be a species native or suitable to this region.

3) One under-canopy tree for each 25 linear feet of strip length shall be
provided. Each canopy tree shall be a species native or suitable to this region;

(4) Trees and shrubs required herein may be planted and spaced singly or in
groups as authorized by the director so long as the total number of required
plantings is achieved.

(5) The remaining ground area shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded with
grass, and/or planted with groundcover species and/or provided with other
landscaping material, or any combination thereof.

(c) Landscape strips wider than ten feet. Tree and shrub quantities in landscape strips
that are required to be wider than ten feet by a condition of zoning, special use, variance
or waiver approval shall be proportional to their width (e.g. a 20-foot wide landscape
strip would require two trees and two shrubs for each 25 linear feet of strip length).

(d) Encroachments into landscape stnps. Landscaped strips shall not be encroached
upon by parking spaces, driveway surfaces or storm water detention facilities except that
driveway crossings may traverse such strip as near to a perpendicular alignment as
practical. Signs may also be located in such strip.

(e) Residential or nonresidential landscape planting area.

(1) A six foot wide residential or nonresidential landscape planting area shall
be required around the perimeter of each structure with the following minimum
requirements:

a. One interior shrub with a minimum diameter of ten inches for every
15 linear feet with a minimum of six interior shrubs for every dwelling unit
or structure;

b.  One interior shrub with a minimum diameter of five inches for every
15 linear feet with a minimum of six interior shrubs for every dwelling unit
or structure;

- €. One understory tree at least two inches in diameter for every 30
linear feet with a minimum of two trees per dwelling unit or structure; and

d. Ground cover shall be placed on all areas within the planting area
which are not occupied by other landscape materials.

(2) A 150-square-foot residential landscape planting area shall be required for
each 5,000 square feet of the lot with the following minimum requirements:

a. A minimum of one planting area shall be located in the front yard of
the dwelling unit.
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b.  One interior shrub with a minimum diameter of 25 inches for every
15 linear feet;

c. One interior shrub with a minimum diameter of 18 inches for every
15 linear feet;

d. One canopy tree with a minimum diameter of six inches for every 30
linear feet with a minimum of two trees per dwelling unit; and

e. Ground cover shall be placed on all areas within the planting area
which are not occupied by other landscape materials.

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-17. Vehicle use area planting requirements.

Quantity, spacing and planting standards. Vehicle use areas which are required to
contain more than five parking spaces shall contain landscaping and piantings as follows:

(1) Interior landscape areas shall be installed such as islands, peninsulas, and
medians, so that no more than ten adjacent parking spaces exist without a
landscaped separation at least four feet in width. Interior planting areas shall be
located to most effectively relieve the monotony of large expanses of paving and
contribute to orderly circulation of vehicles and pedestrian traffic.

a. Trees shall be provided and maintained adjacent to, and in the
interior portions of, parking lots in a ratio of one tree for each seven
parking spaces. In addition, every parking space shall be within 60 feet of
the trunk of a tree.

b. Deciduous trees shall be at least two inches in diameter and
evergreen trees shall be at least six feet in height. At least one |n every
three trees shall be a canopy tree.

(2) Within the interior of a site, 250 square feet of planting areas shall be
required for each 5,000 square feet or major portion thereof of vehicular parking
area.

(3) A minimum of one canopy tree shall be provided for every 80 square feet
of planting area.

(4) A minimum of one under-canopy tree shall be provided for every 40 square
feet of planting area.

(5) The minimum planting area or island for each canopy tree shall be at least
200 square feet. If shared with other trees, 80 square feet for each additional tree
shall be added.

(6) The minimum planting area or island for each understory tree shall be 100
square feet. If shared with other trees, 40 square feet for each additional tree
shall be added.

(7) Each planting area or island shall not be less than four feet in width in any
direction.

(8) Ground areas shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded with grass and/or
planted with groundcover species, and/or provided with other landscaping
material, or any combination thereof.

(9) Paved or striped islands greater than 50 square feet shall not be allowed.
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These areas shall contain landscape plantings.

(10) Trees removed or having had their tops cut after compliance with this
article shall be replaced with the equivalent inches of removed trees. However,
trees removed due to disease or insect infestation upon the written advice and
findings of the County Extension Service or the Georgia Forestry Commission
shall be replaced in accordance with the minimum standards contained in the
article.

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-18. No-access easement screening requirements.

No-access easements that are along the line of double frontage lots abutting upon a city

road shall be screened as follows:

(1) Planted with a single line of evergreen trees at least six feet in height and
- spaced no greater than ten feet apart; or,

(2) Contain a solid or decorative fence at least four feet in height; or,

3 Contain such other landscaping treatments or grade changes that will
produce a partial screening effect of at least four feet as authorized by the
director.

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-19. Compliance.

http://library3.municode.com/gateway.dll/ga/georgia/14179/14311/14313?f=templates$fn...

(@) Artificial materials prohibited. All artificial plants, trees, shrubs, grass or other
vegetation shall be prohibited from fulfilling the requirements of this article.

(b) Warranty or maintenance surety. Upon final installation of new trees, shrubs or
other landscape material planted to meet the requirements of this ordinance, and
following acceptance by the department in accordance with the procedures set forth in
the development regulations, the owner of the property upon which the landscape
material exists shall either provide proof of warranty or post a maintenance bond or
other acceptable surety, warranting the new trees, shrubs or landscape material for a
period of no less than one year. This article shall not apply to individual residential lot
trees. The owner of buffer strips around re3|dent|a| developments shall be the
homeowners association.

(© Inspection. The department shall perform an inspection of the plantings and
landscape materials required by this ordinance prior to expiration of the one year
warranty or maintenance period. The owner shall be notified of any replacements or
restoration that must be made to maintain compliance with this article or conditions of
zoning, special use or variance approval. Required landscape material found to be dead
or near death shall be replaced prior to release by the department of the warranty or
maintenance surety. In no case shall replacement be delayed greater than 30 days from
notification unless a performance bond is posted with the department.

(d) Performance surety. In the event that trees or landscape material required to be
planted as set forth in the buffer regulations or landscape regulations contained herein,
are not installed upon application for a certificate of occupancy or final plat approval as
appropriate to the project, then a performance bond or other acceptable surety in an
amount equal to 110 percent of the value of the new trees or landscape material and
their installation shall be posted with the department in accordance with the performance
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bonding requirements and provisions of the development regulations.

(d) Continuing maintenance. The owner, occupant, tenant, and respective agent of
each, if any, shall be jointly and severally responsible for the perpetual maintenance and
protection of buffers, trees and landscape plantings required by this article. The
department is hereby authorized to order diseased, infested, dying, dead or damaged
landscaping required herein to be replaced. Buffers that, over a period of time, lose their
screening ability shall be replanted to meet the requirements of this article.
Replacement, trees and landscaping shall be in accordance with the applicable
provisions of this article.

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-20. Enforcement, violation and appeals.

(@) Enforcement. It shall be the responsibility of the buudlng official to enforce this
article. The building official shall have the authority to revoke, suspend, or void any
clearing, clearing and grubbing, grading, development or building permit or to withhold
issuance of a certificate of occupancy or approval of a final flat, and shall have the
authority to suspend all work on a site or any portion thereof, where tree removal or
damage occurs in violation of this article.

(b) Violation and penalty. Any person violating a provision of this article shall be guiity
of violating a duly adopted ordinance of the city, and upon conviction by municipal court,
may be punished either by a fine not less than $100.00 per day and not to exceed
$1,000.00 per day, or confinement in the county jail not to exceed 60 days, or both. The
court shall have the power and authority to place any person found guilty of a violation of
this article on probation and to suspend or modify any fine or sentence. As a condition of
said suspension, the court may require payment of restitution or impose other
punishment allowed by law which may include mandatory attendance at an educational
program regarding tree preservation. The owner of any property wherein a violation
exists, and any builder, contractor, or agent who may have assisted in the commission:
of any such violation, shall be guilty of a separate offense.

(c) Appeals, modifications and waivers.

(1) The preservation of trees may be considered as a condition peculiar to a
piece of property in support of a request for a variance from the literal application
of the provisions of the zoning resolution, under the procedures and
requirements contained therein.

(2) Appeals of the interpretation of the requirements of this article by the
director shall be filed and processed in accordance with the appeal procedures
as set forth in the development regulations.

3) Waiver requests of the requirements of this article shall be filed and
processed in accordance with the waiver procedures as set forth in the
development regulations.

4) Modification requests, where this article specifically authorizes their
granting, shall be filed and processed in accordance with the modification
procedures established by the development regulations.

Page 11 of 15

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)

Sec. 82-21. Selected species.
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(@) The following plants are approved landscaping requirements:
(1) Large trees (Mature height: 35 feet or greater):
American Beech
Bald Cypress
Bradford Pear
Chinese Elm
Darlington Oak
Dawn Redwood
Deodar Cedar
English Oak
Gingko (male only)

Japanese Cedar
Japanese Katsura Tree
Japanese Pagoda
Japanese Zelkova
Littleleaf Linden
Loblolly Pine

London Plane-Tree (Sycamore)
Red Maple

Scarlet Oak

Schumard Oak
Sequoia

Southern Magnolia
Sugar Maple

Tulip Poplar

White Oak

Willow Oak

(2) Medium trees (Mature height: 25 to 35 feet):
American Holly
Golden Rain Tree
Japanese Black Pine
Kwansan Cherry
Leyland Cypress
Mountain Ash
Mountain Silverbell
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Pistachio
Redmond Linden
Saucer Magnolia
Sourwood
Weeping. Cherry
Yellowwood
Yoshino Cherry

(3) Small trees (Mature height: less than 25 feet):
Amur Maple
Crabapple
Crape Myrtle
Eastern Redbud
Flowering Dogwood
Golden Chain Tree
Japanese Dogwood
Japanese Maple
Star Magnolia
Wax Myrtle
Yaupon Holly

(4) Large screening shrubs:
American Holly
Arborvitae
Burford Holly
Eastern Red Cedar
Hetz Juniper
Japanese Black Pine
Leyland Cypress
Ligustrum
Nellie R. Stevens Holly
Osmanthus
Russian Olive
Savannah Holly
Thorny Eleagnus

(8) Interior shrubs (Mature height: approximately 36 inches):
Evergreen
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Dwarf Burford Holly
Dwarf Chinese Holly
Dwarf Nandina
Dwarf Yaupon Holly
Japanese Holly
Juniper
Leatherleaf Vinburnum
Mugo Pine
Nandina
Oregonholly Grape
Warty Barberry
Winter Honeysuckle
Deciduous
Azalea
Chinese Privet
Chinese Witchhazel
" Dwarf Buming Bush
Flowering Jasmine
Forsythia
Japanese Flowering Quince
Oakleaf Hydrangea
Spirea (all varieties)
Viburnum
Weigela
Winter Jasmine
(6) Ground cover (planting areas, berms, wall planters).
Aaronsbeard St. Johnswort
Creeping Lilyturf (shade)
Dwarf Roses
English lvy (shade)
Evergreen Candytuft (border)
Hybrid Daylily
Lily-Turf
Ornamental Grasses
Pachysandra (shade)
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Periwinkle (shade)
Purpleleaf Wintercreeper
Rockyspray Cotoneaster
Shore Juniper
Willowleaf Cotoneaster
(7) Grasses:

Bermuda

Centipede

Fescue

Zoysia

(b) Grasses may be sodded, sprigged, plugged or seeded except that solid sod shall
be used within 50 feet of all road right-of-ways and in drainage swales or other areas
subject to erosion. Lawn grasses shall be planted so as to achieve complete coverage
within two calendar years from the time of planting.

(c) Other plant materials with similar growth characteristics may be substituted upon
approval of the community development department.

(Ord. No. 03-14, § 1, 6-16-2003)
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Chapter 86 ZONING*

*Editor's note: Ord. No. 05-08, §§ 1 and 2, adopted Aug. 15, 2005, repealed the former Ch. 86, §§
86-1--86-6, 86-41--86-47, 86-81--86-84, 86-116--86-123, 86-156--86-166, 86-196--86-200, 86-231--86-
237, 86-271--86-293, and 86-301--86-304 relative to zoning, and enacted a new Ch. 86 as set out
herein. See the various Code Comparative Tables for a complete derivation of these former provisions.

Cross references: Buildings and building regulations, ch. 16; environment, ch. 34; historical
preservation, ch. 42; land development, ch. 44; planning, ch. 50; streets, sidewalks and other public
places, ch. 58; subdivisions, ch. 62; vegetation, ch. 82.

State law references: The Zoning Procedures Law, O.C.G.A. § 36-66-1 et seq.; local government
zoning powers, O.C.G.A. § 36-66-2; conflicts of interest in zoning actions, O.C.G.A. § 36-67A-1 et seq.;
effect of zoning laws on covenants running with the land, O.C.G.A. § 44-5-60; authority to adopt plans
and exercise the power of zoning, Ga. Const. art. IX, § I, T IV.

Adticle I. In General
Sec. 86-2. Authority.
Sec. 86-3. Applicability.
Sec. 86-4. Purpose.
Sec. 86-5. Effective date.
Sec. 86-6. Repeal of conflicting regulations and ordinances:; validity of prior approvals.
Sec. 86-7. Zoning regulations shall govern.
Sec. 86-8. Development projects under construction.
Sec. 86-9. Existing plans, construction, size and use.
Secs. 86-10-86-30. Reserved.
Article Il. Administration, Enforcement, Penalties and Remedies
Sec. 86-31. Administration. !
Sec. 86-32. Enforcement. ‘
Sec. 86-33. City manager; duties and authority.
Sec. 86-34. Code enforcement officer authority.
Sec. 86-35. Code enforcement officer duties.
Sec. 86-36. Plans required.
Sec. 86-37. Certificate of zoning compliance.
Sec. 86-38. Administrative variances.
Sec. 86-39. Permits required.
Sec. 86-40. Conformity to regulations prerequisite to issuance of occupational tax certificate.
Sec. 86-41. Construction progress.
Sec. 86-42. Penalties for violation.
Sec. 86-43. Remedies.
Sec. 86-44, Additional remedies.
Sec. 86-45. Records.
Secs. 86-46—-86-60. Reserved.
Articte 1l. interpretations and Definitorts
Sec. 86-61. Interpretations.
Sec. 86-62. Definitions.
Secs. 86-63—86-70. Reserved.
Article IV. Zoning Districts
Sec. 86-71. Relationship of zoning districts to the comprehensive plan.
Sec. 86-72. Establishment of districts.
Sec. 86-73. Official zoning map adopted.
Sec. 86-74. Amendments to the official zoning map.
Sec. 86-75. Unauthorized alteration of official zoning map constitutes a violation.
Sec. 86-76. Replacement of official zoning map.
Sec. 86-77. Determination of zoning district boundaries.
Secs. 86-78--86-90. Reserved.
Article V. District Standards and Permitted Uses
Sec. 86-91. Conditions of previous zoning approvals retained.
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Sec.

86-92. District standards.

Sec.

86-93. Permitted uses and accessory uses.

Sec.

86-94. Conditional uses.

Sec.

86-95. Prohibited uses.

Sec.

86-96. ldentification of uses.

Sec.

86-97. R-2 single family residential district regulations.

Sec.

86-98. R-4 single family residential district regulations.

Sec.

86-99. R-C cluster residential district regulations.

Sec.

86-100.

R-A single family attached residential district requlations.

Sec.

86-101

. R-M multifamily residential district.

Sec.

86-102.

H-1 historic district,

Sec.

86-103.

H-2 historic district.

Sec.

86-104.

MX mixed use district.

Sec.

86-105.

O-| office and institutional district.

Sec.

86-106.

C-1 neighborhood commercial district.

Sec.

86-107.

C-2 highway commercial district.

Sec.

86-108.

M-1 light industrial district.

Sec.

86-109,

Tara Boulevard Overlay.

Sec.

86-110.

Assembly overlay.

Sec.

86-111.

Historic residential overlay.

Secs. 86-112--86-120. Reserved.

Sec.

86-121.

Article VI. Conditional Uses

Generally.

Sec.

86-122.

Child day care.

Sec.

86-123.

Family day care.

Sec.

86-124.

Services for the elderly and persons with disabilities.

Sec.

86-125.

Adult day care center.

Sec.

86-126.

Continuing care retirement communities.

Sec.

86-127.

Other residential care facilities.

Sec.

86-128.

NAICS 51412 Libraries and archives.

Sec.

86-129.

NAICS 6233 Retirement community.

Sec.

86-130.

NAICS 71312 Amusement arcades.

Sec.

86-131.

NAICS 713990 Billiard and pool halls (all uses permitted except shooting ranges).

Sec.

86-132.

NAICS 515 Broadcasting.

Sec.

86-133.

NAICS 512132 Motion picture theaters (except drive-ins).

Sec.

86-134.

NAICS 512132 Motion picture theaters: drive ins.

Sec.

86-135.

Sec.

86-136.

NAICS 711130 Musical groups and artist.
NAICS 712190 Nature parks and other similar institutions.

Sec.

86-137.

NAICS 51219 Postproduction services and other motion picture and video industries.

Sec.

86-138.

NAICS 5122 Sound recording industries.

Sec.

86-139

. 5221 Banks, credit unions, and saving institutions.

Sec.

86-140.

NAICS 621991 Blood and organ banks.

Sec.

86-141.

NAICS 236220 Commercial and institutional building construction.

Sec.

86-142.

Sec.

86-143.

NAICS 23 Construction contractors. builders and developers, with outdoor storage.
NAICS 561320 Temporary help services. )

Sec.

86-144.

NAICS 54194 Veterinary services including animal hospital.

Sec.

86-145.

NAICS 812990 All other personal services.

Sec.

86-146.

NAICS 81222 Cemeteries and crematories.

Sec.

86-147.

NAICS 53229 Consumer goods rental.

Sec.

86-148.

NAICS 812320 Dry-cleaning and laundry services {(except coin operated).

Sec.

86-149.

NAICS 4543 Direct selling establishments. including fuel dealers.

Sec.

86-150.

NAICS 5323 General rental centers.

Sec.

86-151.

NAICS 811411 Home and garden equipment repair and maintenance.

Sec.

86-152.

NAICS 48841 Motor vehicle towing and storage.

Sec.

86-153.

NAICS 561491 Repossession services.

Sec.

86-154.

NAICS 81142 Re-upholstery and furniture repair.

Sec.

86-155.

NAICS 5617 Services to buildings and dwellings.

Sec.

86-156.

NAICS 541380 Testing laboratories.

Sec.

86-157.

NAICS 4542 Vending machine operators.

Sec.

86-158.

NAICS 6243 Vocational rehabilitation services.

Sec.

86-159.

NAICS 7224 Bars, taverns, and other drinking places (alcohol).

Sec.

86-160.

NAICS 441222 Boat dealers.

Sec.

86-161.

NAICS 444 Building material and garden equipment and supplies dealers.

Sec.

86-162.

NAICS 44419 Building material dealers, lumber yards.

Sec.

86-163.

NAICS 441110/44112 Car dealers, new or used and car dealers, used.

Sec.

86-164.

NAICS 4481 Clothing stores.

Sec.

86-165.

NAICS 44512 Convenience food stores, without fuel pumps.

Sec.

86-166.

NAICS 442 Furniture and home furnishing stores.
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Sec. 86-167. NAICS 44299 General merchandise stores.
Sec. 86-168. NAICS 45322 Gift, novelty, and souvenir stores.
Sec. 86-169. NAICS 44511 Grocery stores and supermarkets.
Sec. 86-170. NAICS 4442 L awn and garden equipment and supply stores,
Sec. 86-171. NAICS 45321 Office supplies and stationery stores.
Sec. 86-172. NAICS 44613 Optical goods stores.
Sec. 86-173. NAICS 45391 Pet and pet supplies stores.
Sec. 86-174. NAICS 81291 Pet care, grooming, training, pet sitting, and boarding (except veterinary services).
Sec. 86-175. NAICS 44611 Pharmacies and drug stores.
Sec. 86-176. NAICS 45122 Prerecorded tape, compact disc and record stores.
Sec. 86-177. NAICS 53223 Video tape and disc rental.
Sec. 86-178. NAICS 4533 Used merchandise stores.
Sec. 86-179. NAICS 4842 Freight trucking, specialized, and including household and office moving.
Sec. 86-180. NAICS 488991 Packing and crating.
Sec. 86-181. NAICS 4853 Taxi and limousine service.
Sec. 86-182. Mixed family, including lofts.
Sec. 86-183. NAICS 8131 Churches and other places of worship.
Sec. 86-184. NAICS 8134 Civic and social organizations.
Sec. 86-185. NAICS 8134 Civic and social organizations, without private bar or restaurant.
Sec. 86-186. NAICS 6113 Private schools: colleges and universities.
Sec. 86-187. NAICS 6111 Private schools: elementary and secondary.
Sec. 86-188. NAICS 6112 Private schools: junior colleges.
Sec. 86-189. NAICS 71399 Community recreation facility (non-profit) including YMCA, senior centers and city
recreational centers.
Sec. 86-190. NAICS 71391 Golf courses and country clubs.
Sec. 86-191. NAICS 712110 Museums.
Sec. 86-192. NAICS 71399 Neighborhood recreation centers, including parks, playgrounds, tennis, pools and other
recreation amenities, with or without accessory food and beverage sales (private).
Sec. 86-193. NAICS 7111 Performing arts theaters: drama, dance, music.
Sec. 86-194. NAICS 711211 Stadiums, coliseums, arenas, amphitheaters.
Sec. 86-195. NAICS 711110 Theater companies and dinner theaters.
Sec. 86-196. NAICS 6114 Business schools and computer and management training.
Sec. 86-197. NAICS 6115 Technical and trade schools.
Sec. 86-198. NAICS 6116 Other schools and instruction.
Sec. 86-199. NAICS 5151 Radio and television broadcasting.
Sec. 86-200. NAICS 516 Internet publishing and broadcasting.
Sec. 86-201. NAICS 517 Telecommunications.
Sec. 86-202, Townhouses and condominiums.
Sec. 86-203. Funeral homes and funeral services.
Sec. 86-204. Table of uses allowed by zoning district.
Secs. 86-205-86-220. Reserved.

Article VII. Architectural Style and Scale
Sec. 86-221. Purpose.
Sec, 86-222. Applicability.
Sec. 86-223. Jonesboro architectural styles influencing residential construction.
Sec. 86-224. Maximum floor area.
Sec. 86-225. Maximum building height.
Sec. 86-226. Consistent building setbacks.
Sec. 86-227. Building exterior.
Sec, 86-228. Front porches required.
Sec. 86-229. Placement of garages.
Secs. 86-230--86-240. Reserved.

Article Viil. Site Pian Procedures and Requfremem‘s
Sec. 86-241. Purpose.
Sec. 86-242. Applicability.
Sec. 86-243. Site plan required as a condition of zoning or development permitting.
Sec. 86-244. Site plan specifications.
Sec. 86-245. Site plan approval required.
Sec. 86-246. Single-family construction on individual building lots exempted.
Sec. 86-247. Failure to comply with the approved site plan.
Secs. 86-248--86-260. Reserved.

Article 1X. Supplemental Regulations

Division 1. Generally

Sec. 86-261. Applicability.
Sec. 86-262. Temporary buildings.
Sec. 86-263. Requirements for moving a building.
Sec. 86-264. Fences regulations.

Sec. 86-265. Storage.
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Sec. 86-266.

Bulk sanitation containers.

Sec. 86-267.

Corner lots.

Sec. 86-268.

Double frontage lots.

Sec. 86-269.

More than one building on lot.

Sec. 86-270.

Accessory buildings.

Sec. 86-271.

Ordinary projections.

Sec

Sec. 86-273.

.86-272.

Porch, terrace or deck.

Density calculations.

Sec. 86-274.

Home occupations.

Sec. 86-275.

No building elevation to exceed courthouse.

Sec

. 86-276.

Enclosure of porches or garages prohibited.

Sec. 86-277

. Architectural design standards for non-residential construction.

Secs. 86-278-86-290. Reserved.

Sec

Divi

. 86-291.

ision 2. Excepfions to Building Regulations
Height limit exceptions.

Sec.

. 86-292.

Substandard lots of record.

Sec

. 86-293.

Reduction in front vard setback.

Sec

. 86-294.

Lot width less than required.

Sec

. 86-295.

Lot area less than required.

Sec

. 86-296.

Reduction in required minimum floor area.

Sec

. 86-297

Infill development.

Secs. 86-298-86-310, Reserved.
Atticie X. Regufation of Nonconforming Lots, Uses and Bulidings

Sec.

86-311

. Purpose.

Sec.

86-312.

Applicability.

Sec.

86-313.

Nonconforming uses of land, or land with minor structures only, permitted,

Sec.

86-314.

Nonconforming use of major structures or land occupied by major structures permitted.

Sec.

86-315.

Unsafe structures.

Sec.

86-316.

Replacement cost.

Sec.

86-317.

Construction approved prior to adoption of this article.

Sec.
Sec.

86-318.

Owner intent.

86-319.

Site construction.

Sec.

86-320.

Conversion to another nonconforming use prohibited.

Sec.

86-321.

Enlargement.

Sec.

86-322.

Zoning district boundary changes.

Sec. 86-323.

Nonconforming building lot.

Sec. 86-324.

Characteristics of use permitted by variance not to be construed as nonconforming.

Sec.

. 86-325.

Nonconforming characteristics of use.

Secs. 86-326—86-340. Reserved.
Article XI. Appeals and Variances

Sec.

86-341.

Establishment.

Sec.

86-342.

Organization.

Sec.

86-343.

Powers and duties.

Sec.

86-344.

Procedures.

Sec.

86-345.

Public hearings.

. Notice.

. Decisions,

. Appeals from decisions.

. Stay of proceedings.

. 86-350

By-laws.

Secs. 86-351--86-360. Reserved.
Article Xil. Amendments

Sec. 86-361.

Initiation of amendments.

Sec. 86-362.

Amending authorities.

Sec. 86-363.

Application by individuals.

Sec.

86-364.

Application requirements.

Sec.

86-365.

Cerification by city clerk.

Sec.

86-366.

Public notices.

Sec.

86-367.

Procedures for public hearings.

Sec.

86-368

. Zoning decisions.

Sec.

86-369

. Withdrawal of applications.

Sec.

86-370.

Legal recourse of the applicant.

Sec.

86-371.

Change in conditions of zoning approval.

Sec.

86-372.

Effect of zoning approval.

Sec.

86-373.

Freguency of applications.

Sec.

86-374

. Standards of review for map amendments.

Sec.

86-375

. Standards of review for text amendments.

Sec.

86-376

. Effect of text amendment approval.
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Sec. 86-377. Property annexed into the city.
Secs. 86-378—86-390. Reserved.

Article XIll. Parking, Loading and Interior Circulation
Sec. 86-391. Purpose.
Sec. 86-392. Applicability.
Sec. 86-393. Continuing obligation to provide off-street parking and loading.
Sec. 86-394. Expansion of parking.
Sec. 86-395. Location of off-street parking.
Sec. 86-396. Off-street vehicle parking may be provided off premises.
Sec. 86-397. Design requirements for parking lots and driveways.
Sec. 86-398. Access to parking facilities.
Sec. 86-399. Maximum driveway width.
Sec. 86-400. Proximity of driveways.
Sec. 86-401. Location of driveways.
Sec. 86-402. Inter-parcel access required.
Sec. 86-403. Vision clearance,
Sec. 86-404. Lighting of parking areas.
Sec. 86-405. Joint use of required off-street parking spaces.
Sec. 86-406. Size of parking spaces.
Sec. 86-407. Accessible parking.
Sec. 86-408. Off-street parking for drive-in establishments.
Sec. 86-409. Use of off-street parking areas.
Sec. 86-410. Off-street parking requirements.
Sec. 86-411. General requirements.
Sec. 86-412. Pedestrian travel in off-street parking lots.
Sec. 86-413. Conditional use permit required for nonresidential parking in a residential district.
Sec. 86-414. Off-street parking in the historic district.
Sec. 86-415. Off-street loading required.
Sec. 86-416. Size and location of off-street loading spaces.
Sec. 86-417. Number of off-street loading spaces.
Secs. 86-418--86-430. Reserved.

Arficle X{V. Legal Status Provisions
Sec. 86-431. Conflict with other laws.
Sec. 86-432. Penalties for transferring lot in unapproved subdivisions.

Sec. 86-434. Provisions of zoning ordinance declared to be minimum standards or maximum fimits.
Sec. 86-435. Validity; severability of provisions.
Secs. 86-436—86-450. Reserved.
Articte XV. Landscaping and Buffers
Sec. 86-451. Purpose and applicability.
Sec. 86-452. Definitions.
Sec. 86-453. Plans.
Sec. 86-454. Buffer requlations.
Sec. 86-455. Standards for construction buffers.
Sec. 86-456. Landscape regulations.
Sec. 86-457. Landscape strip planting requirements.
Sec. 86-458. Vehicle use area planting requirements,
Sec. 86-459. No-access easement screening requirements.
Sec. 86-460. Compliance.
Sec. 86-461. Enforcement and appeals.
Sec. 86-462. Selected species.
Appendix. Thoroughfare Plan
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ARTICLE XV. LANDSCAPING AND BUFFERS

Sec. 86-451. Purpose and applicability.

(@) [Purpose. ] The purpose of this article is to provide requirements for the landscaping of
developments in industrial, commercial, office-institutional, multifamily residential and single-
family zoning districts, in order to enrich the urban and natural environment of the city. The
article also applies to institutional uses such as places of worship, schools, day care centers,
and nursing homes. It is the intent and purpose of this landscape article to reduce the adverse
visual, environmental and aesthetic effects ofparking lots, drives, loading areas, and other
development through introduction of trees and other plant materials in order to:

(1) Minimize the rate of stormwater runcff;
(2) Maximize the capability of groundwater recharge in urban or suburban areas;

(3) Increase air filtration and the removal of particulate and gaseous pollutants through
plant materials;

(4) Provide shade and noise attenuation;

(5) Filter and reduce the glare of headlights and reflected sunlight from parked
automobiles onto the public street rights-of-way;

(6) Improve the appearance of pérking areas and vehicular surface areas; and
(7) Minimize the visual blight created by large expanses of paved surface area.

(b) [Applicability. ] This article shall apply to all properties or portions thereof located within the
incorporated areas of the city.

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.01), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-452. Definitions.

For purposes of this article, the following terms shall have the meaning prescribed, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise: *

Buffer shall mean land area consisting of trees, shrubs, grasses, fences or combination thereof
used to visibly separate one use from another through screening and distance, to shield or block noise,
light, glare, or visual or other conditions, to minimize physical passage to non-similar areas, or to
reduce air pollution, dust, dirt, and litter.

Buffer strip shall mean land area located within the boundary of a lot and required {o be set
aside and used for landscaping and upon which only limited encroachments are authorized.

Canopy tree shall mean any tree that, under normal forest conditions, will compose the top
layer or canopy of vegetation and generally will reach a mature height of greater than 40 feet.

Clearing shall mean the removal of vegetation from a property, whether by cutting or other
means.

Consiruction buffer shaii mean a type of buffer which is temporary and remains in effect during
the construction of a project.

Diameter, tree shall mean the diameter of a tree measured as follows: (1) for existing preserved
trees, at a point 4 1/2 feet above the ground; (2) for new replaced trees, at a point six inches above the

hitp:/library2.municode.com/mecc/DocView/13219/1/156/173?hilite=trees;tree; 10/18/2006



ARTICLE XV. LANDSCAPING AND BUFFERS Page 2 of 14

ground for nursery stock up to four-inch caliper, above that size class the measurement shall be
at 12 inches above grade.

Dripline shall mean a line on the ground established by a vertical plane extending from a tree's
outermost branch tips down to the ground; i.e., the line enclosing the area directly beneath the tree's
crown from which rainfall would drip.

Floodplain, One-hundred-year shall mean any land susceptible to being flooded or inundated
by water during a storm or other weather event with accumulated precipitation of a measured amount
which occurs, on average, once every 100 years. This definition shall include, without limitation, any
land identified on the flood insurance rate map as being within a delineated zone of special flood
hazard.

Grading shall mean the placement, removal, or movement of earth by use of mechanical
equipment on a property.

Interior landscape area shall mean an area to be landscaped which is located in the interior
area of a development or building site where vehicular parking spaces are to be provided or which is
otherwise to be covered with impervious surface.

Land distnbuting permit (LDP) shall mean any permit other than a building permit issued by the
city that authorizes clearing or grading activities on a site or portion of a site. This permit may be a
clearing, clearing and grubbing, grading, or development permit as defined and authorized by the city.

Landscape plan shall mean & detailed plan depicting proposed landscaping which will
accompany all site plans submitted for development approval for uses affected by this article.

Landscape strp shall mean land area located within the boundary of a lot and required to be
set aside and used for landscaping upon which only limited encroachments are authorized.

Modification shall mean a type of administrative appeal that may be granted by the city
manager only where specifically authorized in this ordinance.

Nonresidential landscape planning area shall mean an area to be landscaped in a
nonresidential zoning district which is located around the perimeter of each nonresidential structure or
in the front yard of a nonresidential structure.

Perimeter landscape area shall mean an area to be landscaped which is located between the
property boundary and vehicle use area of a property developed in any use other than single family
detached dwellings.

Residential landscape planting area shall mean an area to be landscaped in a residential
zoning district which is located around the perimeter of each residential structure or in the front yard of
a residential structure.

Screening shall mean a method of shielding or obscuring one abutting or nearby structure or
use from another by opaque fencing, walls, berms, densely planted vegetation, or the like.

Shrub shall mean a woody plant of relatively low height, as distinguished from a tree by having
several stems rather than a single trunk.

ree shall mean any live, self-supporting woody perennial plant, usually having a main stem or
trunk and many branches, and at maturity normally attaining a trunk diameter greater than four inches
at any point and a height of over 12 feet.

Tree diameter shall mean the widest cross-sectional dimension of a tree trunk measured at
diameter breast height (dbh) or at a point below diameter breast height for new trees or multi-stemmed
species, but in no case less than six inches from the ground.

Understory tree shall mean a tree that, under normal forest conditions grows to maturity
beneath canopy trees and will generally reach a minimum height at maturity of ten feet, but less than 40
feet.
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Vehicular use areas shall mean any area, paved or unpaved, used for egress or ingress, or to
store or park motor vehicles.

Zoning buffer shall mean a buffer required by the zoning ordinance or as a condition of zoning,
special use or variance approval for a specific property.

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.02), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-453. Plans.

A buffer and landscape plan shall be prepared for any project wherein buffer areas or other
landscaping areas or treatment are required by this ordinance, the zoning ordinances of the city,
conditions of zoning, special use or variance approval, or other regulations of the city, and shall be
approved prior to issuance of a development permit. While the plan shall cover, at a minimum, the
required buffer and landscape areas, the plan can be combined with a general landscaping plan for the
entire project at the developer's option.

(1) The buffer and landscape plan shall be shown on a site plan or boundary survey
drawn to the same or a larger scale as the other plan documents prepared for the
development permit application and shall cover the same area.

(2) The buffer and landscape plan shall contain but need not be limited to the following:
a. Project name and land district, land lot, and acreage;
b. Developer's name and telephone number;

c. The name, address, and telephone number of the registered landscape
architect, urban forester, or arborist responsible for preparation of the plan, and
the seal or statement of professional qualifications of said person (which may be
attached separately). The performance of professional services in the
preparation of plans required herein shall comply with Georgia Law governing the
practice of the applicable profession;

d. A scale sufficient to clearly indicate all details shail be used, along with a
north arrow;

e. Boundary lines of each buffer or other landscape area, appropriately labeled;

f. Depiction of undisturbed buffer areas and protective areas, and any other
areas wherein trees are proposed to be retained to meet city requirements, along
the driplines of the trees or groups of trees contained therein;

g. ldentification of all proposed structures, vehicle use areas, sidewalks, wheel
stops or curbs, walls and fences;

h. A description of proposed landscaping improvements and plantings, including
the species, site, quantity, and location of all trees, shrubs, vines, groundcover
and other landscaping materials;

i. Within areas involving or adjacent to land form changes, existing and finish
grade topographic lines at an interval of no more than two feet may be required;

j. For new plant materials to be installed, a plant material list including but not
limited to: ‘

1. Common and botanical names of all proposed plants.
2. Plant quantities.
3. Size and condition of plants. (Example: one inch diameter, six feet
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height, balled and burlapped)
4. Spacing.

5. Remarks as necessary to insure proper plant selection upon
installation. (Example: specimen, multi-stemmed).

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.03), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-454. Buffer regulations.
Buffers shall be required between dissimilar districts or uses.

(1) Width of buffers. Buffers shall meet the minimum width requirements in accordance
with the schedule in the table below, except as required by a condition of zoning, special
use, or variance approval.

Buffer Width between Dissimilar Uses

TABLE INSET:
Proposed Use must provide the Buffer
Eﬁif?(tai:\egdUse tobe g:;?ggﬁgal ggzﬁjheenii al Commercial Industrial
Detached Residential No Buffer 25-foot Buffer | 50-foot Buffer | 75-foot Bgffer
Attached Residential No Buffer No Buffer 25-foot Buffer | 50-foot Buffer
Office Commercial No Buffer | No Buffer No Buffer 25-foot Buifer
Industrial No Buffer No Buffer ‘No Buffer No Buffer

(2) Screening requirements.

a. Buffers shall be natural, undisturbed, and free of encroachments except as
authorized by a condition of zoning, special use or variance approval, or as
authorized herein, and shall contain the existing tree cover and vegetation as
well as any supplemental plantings or replantings as may be required.

b. Buffers shall be of such nature and density so as to screen activities,
structures and uses on the property from view from the normal level of a first
story window on an abutting lot and shall further provide a year-round effective
visual screen.

c. Buffers required along side property lines shall extend to a street right-of-way
line unless otherwise required by the city manager in order to observe the sight
distance requirements contained in the development regulations, or as
authorized by a condition of zoning, special use, or variance approval.

d. In situations where the required buffer width is partially or completely
contained within an existing easement (e.g. power or natural gas transmission,
etc.), the screening requirements of this article shall be met outside of the
easement area.

(3) Supplemental plantings.
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a. Buffers in which vegetation is non-existent or is inadequate to meet the
screening requirements of this article shall be planted with supplemental
plantings so as to provide a year-round effective visual screen,

b. Supplemental plantings and replantings shall consist of evergreen trees,
shrubs, or combination thereof, native or adaptable to the region. All trees
planted shall be a minimum of six feet in height at time of planting and shall be a
species which will achieve a minimum height of 20 feet at maturity. All shrubs
planted shall be a large growing species, shall be a minimum of three feet in
height at time of planting and shall be a species which will achieve a minimum
height of ten feet at maturity.

c. All supplemental plantings shall be installed to allow for proper plant growth
and maintenance.

(4) Non-vegetative screening.

a. Non-vegetative materials utilized to satisfy the screening requirements of this
article, in addition to the use of existing vegetation and/or supplemental
plantings, may consist of walls, fences, earthen berms or any combination
thereof.

b. If walls or fences are to be utilized, their placement and installation shall be
such so as to cause minimal disturbance of existing vegetation and located so as
to provide an effective visual screen. All walls or fences must be architecturally
compatible with existing adjacent structures and have a minimum height of six
feet.

(5) Disturbance or encroachments.

a. Ditches, swales, storm water conveyance faciiities, storm water detention
ponds, sanitary sewer conveyance facilities, similar facilities, and any associated
easements, shall not encroach into a buffer except that necessary access and
utility crossings (e.g. storm water or sanitary sewer pipes) may encroach into the
buffer as near to perpendicular as practical.

b. Supplemental plantings or replantings of vegetation, or authorized non-
vegetative screening devices shall be authorized to encroach into a buffer
provided their is minimal disturbance of any significant existing vegetation.

c. Land disturbance is authorized in areas of a buffer that are devoid of
significant vegetation provided that the final grade and replantings of vegetation
meet the screening requirements contained herein.

d. Dying, diseased or dead vegetation may be removed from a buffer provided
minimal disturbance occurs, vegetation thus removed shall be replaced where
necessary to meet the screening requirements contained herein.

(6) Protection during land disturbing activities.

a. During authorized land disturbing activities, buffers shall be clearly
demarcated and protected prior to commencement of, and during, construction.

b. The method of demarcation and protection utilized shall be in accordance
with best management practices or as required by the city manager.

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.04), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-455. Standards for construction buffers.
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(a) [Generally. ] Construction buffers shall only be required where specifically provided as a
condition of zoning, special use or variance approval.

(b) Time constraints. Construction buffers shall only be in effect during the construction period
of a project and shall terminate upon project completion. In the case of a residential subdivision,
a construction buffer shall terminate upon each individual lot with the issuance of a certificate of
occupancy for the principal dwelling.

(c) Disturbance or encroachments.

(1) Construction buffers shall be natural, undisturbed and free of encroachments except
as authorized by a condition of zoning, special use or variance approval, or as
authorized herein.

(2) The encroachment of ditches swales stormwater conveyance facilities, stormwater
detention ponds, sediment basins, sanitary sewer conveyance facilities, similar facilities,
and any associated easements, into a construction buffer shall not be authorized except
that necessary access and utility crossings (e.g. storm water or sanitary sewer pipes)
and natural bottom detention ponds (sediment basins must be located outside of the
construction buffer) and their appurtenant structures which require no grading
andremoval of trees, may encroach upon the construction buffer.

(3) If the construction buffer on a residential lot is devoid of existing trees and
vegetation, and a tree survey is submitted to document this situation prior to conducting
land disturbing activities (including clearing) on the lot, then the city manager may
authorize the encroachment of a building or structure into the construction buffer for a
distance not to exceed ten feet.

(d) Protection during land disturbing activities.

(1) During authorized iand disturbing activities construction buffers shaii be clearly
demarcated and protected prior to commencement of, and during, construction.

(2) The method of demarcation and protection utilized shall be in accordance with best
management practices or as required by the city manager.

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.05), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-456. Landscape regulations.

(a) Nonresidential and multifamily uses. Nonresidential and multifamily uses shall provide for
and maintain landscape plantings on-site as follows:

(1) One landscape strip having a minimum width of ten feet adjacent to any street right-
of-way abutting the property and running the length of the entire property frontage, with
exception of approved driveways or pedestrian access;

(2) In areas adjacent to or internal to off-street parking lots that are required by the
zoning ordinances to contain more than five ofi-street parking spaces in accordance with
section 86-4; a five-foot perimeter landscaped area shall be required, perhaps even
between adjoining parking lots;

(3) As required by a condition of zoning, special use or variance approval,

(4) One nonresidential landscape planting area having a minimum width of six feet
around the perimeter of each structure; landscaping of the rear face of nonresidential
structures shall be at the owner's option;

(6) The remaining ground area shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded with grass;
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(6) The city manager is hereby authorized to grant a modification of up to 50 percent of
the ten-foot landscape strip width provided the strip is not required by a condition of
zoning, special use, modification variance or waiver approval.

(b) Residential uses. Residential uses shall provide for and maintain landscape plantings on-
site as follows:

(1) As required by a condition of zoning, special use, modification, variance or waiver
approval,

(2) A residential landscape planting area on each lot having a minimum width of six feet
around the perimeter of each structure; and

(3) Within the interior of an individual lot, a 150-square-foot interior landscaped area
shall be required for each 5,000 square feet of the lot.

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.06), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-457. Landscape strip planting requirements.

(a) Ten-foot-wide landscape strips. Landscape strips which are required to be ten feet in width
shall contain landscaping and plantings within the strip as follows:

(1) One canopy tree for each 25 linear feet of strip length shall be provided. Deciduous
trees shall be a minimum of two inches and evergreens trees shall be a minimum of six
feet in height at time of planting. Trees shall be a species native or suitable to this
region;

(2) One understory tree for each 25 linear feet of strip length shall be provided. Each
canopy tree shall be a species native or suitable to this region;

(3) One shrub for each 25 linear feet of strip length shall be provided. Each shrub shall
be a species native or suitable to this region;

(4) Trees and shrubs required herein may be planted and spaced singly or in groups as
authorized by the city manager so long as the total number of plantings is achieved; and

(6) The remaining ground area shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded with grass,
and/or planted with groundcover species and/or provided with other landscaping
material, or any combination thereof.

(b) Six-foot-wide landscaping strips. Landscape strips which are required to be six feet in
width shall contain landscaping and plantings within or adjacent to the strip as follows:

(1) One canopy tree for each 50 linear feet of strip length shall be provided. Deciduous
trees shall be a minimum of two inches in caliper and evergreen trees shall have a
minimum height of six feet at time of planting. Trees shall be a species native or suitable
to this region.

(2) One shrub for each 50 iinear feet of sirip iength shail be provided. Each shrub shali
be a species native or suitable to this region.

(3) One understory tree for each 25 linear feet of strip length shall be provided. Each
canopy tree shall be a species native or suitable to this region;

(4) Trees and shrubs required herein may be planted and spaced singly or in groups as
authorized by the city manager so long as the total number of required plantings is
achieved.

(6) The remaining ground area shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded with grass,
and/or planted with groundcover species and/or provided with other landscaping
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material, or any combination thereof.

(c) Landscape strips wider than ten feet. Tree and shrub quantities in landscape strips that are
required to be wider than ten feet by a condition of zoning, special use, variance or waiver
approval shall be proportional to their width (e.g. a2 20-feot wide landscape strip would require
two trees and two shrubs for each 25 linear feet of strip length).

(d) Encroachments into landscape strips. Landscaped strips shall not be encroached upon by
parking spaces, driveway surfaces or storm water detention facilities except that driveway
crossings may traverse such strip as near to a perpendicular alignment as practical. Signs may
also be located in such strip.

(e) Residential or nonresidential landscape planting area.

(1) A six-foot-wide residential or nonresidential landscape planting area shail be
required around the perimeter of each structure with the following minimum
requirements:

a. One interior shrub with a minimum diameter of ten inches for every 15 linear
feet with a minimum of six interior shrubs for every dwelling unit or structure;

b. One interior shrub with a minimum diameter of five inches for every 15 linear
feet with a minimum of six interior shrubs for every dwelling unit or structure;

c. One understory tree having a minimum caliper of two inches for every 30
linear feet with a minimum of two trees per dwelling unit or structure; and

d. Ground cover shall be placed on all areas within the planting area wthat are
not occupied by other landscape materials.

e. Landscaping of the rear face of nonresidential structures shall be at the
owner's option.
(2) A 150-square-foot residential landscape planting area shall be required for each
5,000 square feet of the lot with the following minimum requirements:

a. A minimum of one planting area shall be located in the front yard of the
dwelling unit.

b. One interior shrub with a minimum diameter of 25 inches for every 15 linear
feet;

¢. One interior shrub with & minimum diameter of 18 inches for every 15 linear
feet;

d. One canopy tree with a minimum diameter of two caliper inches for every 30
linear feet with a minimum of two trees per dwelling unit; and

e. Ground cover shall be placed on all areas within the planting area which are
not occupied by other landscape materials.

{Ord. No. 85-08, § 2(15.07), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-458. Vehicle use area planting requirements.

Quantity, spacing and planting standards. Vehicle use areas which are required to contain more
than five parking spaces shali contain landscaping and plantings as Tollows:

(1) Perimeter landscaping shall be installed along the property boundary having a
minimum width of five feet. Such perimeter landscaping shall comply with the
landscaping requirements as to plant materials of this section.
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(2) Interior landscape areas shall be installed such as islands, peninsulas, and
medians, so that no more than ten adjacent parking spaces exist without a landscaped
island having a minimum width of six feet and extending the depth of the parking space.
Interior planting areas shall be located to most effectively relieve the monotony of large
expanses of paving and contribute to orderly circulation of vehicles and pedestrian
traffic.

a. Trees shall be provided and maintained adjacent to, and in the interior
portions of, parking lots in a ratio of one tree for each seven parking spaces. In
addition, every parking space shall be within 60 feet of the trunk of a tree.

b. Deciduous trees shall be a minimum of two inches in caliper and evergreen
trees shall be a minimum of six feet in height. A minimum of one in every three
trees shall be a canopy tree.

(3) Within the interior of a site, 500 square feet of planting areas shall be required for
each 5,000 square feet or major portion thereof of vehicular parking area.

(4) A minimum of one canopy tree shall be provided for every 80 square feet of planting
area.

(5) A minimum of one understory tree shall be provided for every 40 square feet of
planting area.

(6) The minimum planting area or island for each canopy tree shall be a minimum of
200 square feet. If shared with other trees, 80 square feet for each additional tree shall
be added.

(7) The minimum planting area or island for each understory tree shall be 100 square
Teet. if shared with other frees, 40 square Teet Tor each additional tree shail be added.

(8) Each planting area or island shall not be less than six feet in width in any direction.

(9) Ground areas shall be sodded, seeded or hydroseeded with grass and/or planted
with groundcover species, and/or provided with other landscaping material, or any
combination thereof.

(10) Paved or striped islands greater than 50 square feet shalli not be aliowed. These
areas shall contain landscape plantings.

(11) Trees removed or having had their tops cut after compliance with this article shall
be replaced with the equivalent inches of removed trees. However, trees removed due to
disease or insect infestation upon the written advice and findings of the county extension
service or the Georgia Forestry Commission shall be replaced in accordance with the
minimum standards contained in the article.

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.08), 8-15-05)

ec. 86-459. No-access easemernit screening requirements.

No-access easements that are along the line of double frontage lots abutting upon a city road
shall be screened as follows:

(1) Planted with a single line of evergreen trees having a minimum height of six feet
and spaced no greater than ten feet apart; or,

(2) Contain a solid or decorative fence having a minimum height of four feet; or,

(3) Contain such other landscaping treatments or grade changes that will produce a
partial screening effect of achieve a minimum height of four feet as authorized by the city
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manager.
(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.09), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-460. Compliance.

(a) Artificial materials prohibited. All artificial plants, trees, shrubs, grass or other vegetation
shall be prohibited from fulfilling the requirements of this article.

(b) Warranty or maintenance surefy. Upon final installation of new trees, shrubs or other
landscape material planted to meet the requirements of this ordinance, and following
acceptance by the city manager in accordance with the procedures set forth in the development
regulations, the owner of the property upon which the landscape material exists shall either
provide proof of warranty or post a maintenance bond or other acceptable surety, warranting the
new trees, shrubs or landscape material for a period of no less than one year. This article shall
not apply to individual residential lot trees. The owner of buffer strips around residential
developments shall be the homeowners association.

(c) Inspection. The code enforcement office shall perform an inspection of the plantings and
landscape materials required by this ordinance prior to expiration of the one-year warranty or
maintenance period. The owner shall be notified of any replacements or restoration that must be
made to maintain compliance with this article or conditions of zoning, special use or variance
approval. Required landscape material found to be dead or near death shall be replaced prior to
release by the city manager of the warranty or maintenance surety. In no case shall
replacement be delayed greater than 30 days from notification unless a performance bond is
posted with the city clerk.

(d) Performance surety. in the event that trees or fandscape material required to be planted as
set forth in the buffer regulations or landscape reguilations contained herein, are not instaiied
upon application for a certificate of occupancy or final plat approval as appropriate to the -
project, then a performance bond or other acceptable surety in an amount equal to 110 percent
of the value of the new trees or landscape material and their installation shall be posted with the
city clerk in accordance with the performance bonding requirements and provisions of the
development reguiations.

(e) Continuing maintenance. The owner, occupant, tenant, and respective agent of each, if
any, shall be jointly and severally responsible for the perpetual maintenance and protection of
buffers, trees and landscape plantings required by this article. The code enforcement officer is
hereby authorized to order diseased, infested, dying, dead or damaged landscaping required
herein tc be replaced. Buffers that, cver a period of time, lose their screening ability shall be
repianted to meet the requirements of this article. Replacement, trees and iandscaping shail be
in accordance with the applicable provisions of this article.

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.10), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-461. Enforcement and appeals.

(a) Enforcement. It shall be the responsibility of the code enforcement office to enforce this
article. The code enforcement office shall have the authority to revoke, suspend, or void any
clearing, clearing and grubbing, grading, development or building permit or to withhold issuance
of a certificate of occupancy or approval of a final plat, and shall have the authority to suspend
alt work on a site or any portion thereof, where tree removal or damage occurs in violation of
this article.

(b) Violation and penalty. Any person violating a provision of this article shall be guilty of
violating a duly adopted ordinance of the city, and upon conviction by municipal court, may be
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punished either by a fine not less than $100.00 per day and not to exceed $1,000.00 per day, or
confinement in the county jail not to exceed 60 days, or both. The court shall have the power
and authority to place any person found guilty of a violation of this article on probation and to
suspend or modify any fine or sentence. As a condition of said suspension, the court may
require payment of restitution or impose other punishment allowed by law which may include
mandatory attendance at an educational program regarding tree preservation. The owner of any
property wherein a violation exists, and any builder, contractor, or agent who may have assisted
in the commission of any such violation, shall be guilty of a separate offense.

{e) Appeals, modifications and waivers.

(1) The preservation of trees may be considered as a condition peculiar to a piece of
property in support of a request for a variance from the literal application of the
provisions of the zoning resolution, under the procedures and requirements contained
therein.

{(2) Appeats of the interpretation of the requirements of this articte by the city manager
shall be filed and processed in accordance with the appeai procedures as set forth in the
in article XI.

(3) Waiver requests of the requirements of this article shall be filed and processed in
accordance with the waiver procedures as set forth in the development regulations.

(4) Modification requests, where this article specifically authorizes their granting, shall
be filed and processed in accordance with the modification procedures established by
the development regulations.

(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.11), 8-15-05)

Sec. 86-462. Selected species.
(a) The following plants are approved landscaping requirements:
(1) Canopy.

American Beech
Bald Cypress
Black Locust
Chinese Elm
Darlington Oak
Dawn Redwood
Deodar Cedar
English Oak
Gingko (male only)
Japanese Cedar
Japanese Katsura Tree
Japanese Pagoda
Japanese Zelkova
Littleleaf Linden
Virginia Pine
London Plane-Tree (Sycamore)
Red Maple

River Birch

Scarlet Oak
Schumard Oak
Sequoia

Southern Magnolia
Sweet Gum
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Tulip Poplar
White Oak
Willow Oak
Winged Eim

(2) Understory trees.

American Holly
American Hornbeam
Fringe Tree

Golden Rain Tree
Japanese Black Pine
Japanese Cryptomeria
Kwansan Cherry
Leyland Cypress
Mountain Ash
Mountain Silverbell
Pistachio

Redmond Linden
Saucer Magnolia
Serviceberry
Sourwood

Trident Maple
Washington Hawthorn
Weeping Cherry
Yellowwood

Yoshino Cherry
Amur Maple
Crabapple

Crape Myrtle
Deciduous Holly
Eastern Redbud
Flowering Crabapple
Flowering Dogwood
Goiden Chain Tree
Ironwood

Japanese Maple
Saucer Magnolia
Star Magnolia
Sweetberry Magnotia
Wax Myrtle

Yaupon Holly

(3) Large screening shrubs.

American Holly
Arborvitae

Burford Hoily
Eastern Red Cedar
Hetz Juniper
Japanese Black Pine
Leyland Cypress
Japanese Ligustrum
Nellie R. Stevens Holly
Osmanthus

Russian Olive
Savannah Holly
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(4) Interior shrubs (Mature height: approximately 36 inches):

Evergreen

Dwarf Burford Hoily
Dwarf Chinese Holly
Dwarf Nandina
Dwarf Yaupon Holly
Japanese Holly
Juniper

Leatherleaf Vinburnum
Mugo Pine

Nandina
Oregonholly Grape
Warty Barberry
Winter Honeysuckle
Deciduous

Azalea

Chinese Witchhazel
Dwarf Burning Bush
Flowering Jasmine
Forsythia

Japanese Flowering Quince
Oakleaf Hydrangea
Spirea (all varieties)
Viburnum

Weigela

Winter Jasmine

(5) Ground cover (planting areas, berms, wall planters):

Aaronsbeard St. Johnswort
Creeping Lilyturf (shade)
Dwarf Roses

Engtish vy (shade)
Evergreen Candytuft (border)
Hybrid Daylily

Lily-Turf

Ornamental Grasses
Pachysandra (shade)
Periwinkie {(shade)
Purpleleaf Wintercreeper
Rockyspray Cotoneaster
Shore Juniper

Willowleaf Cotoneaster

{8) Grasses:

Bermuda
Centipede
Fescue
Zoysia

(b) Grasses may be sodded, sprigged, plugged or seeded, except that soiid sod shail be used
within 50 feet of all road right-of-ways and in drainage swaies or other areas subject to erosion.
Lawn grasses shall be planted so as to achieve complete coverage within two calendar years
from the time of planting.

(c) Other plant materials with similar growth characteristics may be substituted upon approval
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of the city manager.
(Ord. No. 05-08, § 2(15.12), 8-15-05)
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Planting Strips and Street Trees

Planting strips, located between the curb and sidewalk, parallel with the street, shall be six feet or more
in width. Small street trees may be planted within three feet of the back of curb and-should generally be
planted along the centerline of the planting strip along streets with design speeds of 20 mph or less, or
along streets with on-street parking. In commercial areas with high pedestrian volumes, granted tree
wells may be used in lieu of planting strips. Trees and other objects should be restrictedfrom corners for
distances of 30 feet on all sides to maintain sight lines. Along all planting strips, the area between two
feet and seven feet above ground shall be maintained as a clear zone to preserve sight lines and
accommodate pedestrians. )
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