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City of Odum

Wayne County
Not located in a MSA.
2003 Population Estimate 429; +3.3% change from 2000 Census.
Tree City USA for 10 years.
No tree board established by ordinance.

TREE ORDINANCE
First adopted 1996. No revisions.
Addresses public property.
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CITY OF ODUM, GEORGIA
TREE ORDINANCE

Be it ordained by the City Council of theCity of Qdum, State of Georgia.

ECTION 1. Intent

The intent of this Ordinance is to establish regulations for trees,
"'shrubs, and vines, ino the public areas of the city in order to better
ontrol problems with flooding, soil comservation, air polution and
oise in the city and to make the city a healthier, safer, and more

eautiful place in which to live.

SECTION 2. Definitions

Street Trees: "Street Trees" are herein defined as either evergreen
or deciduous trees, shrubs, or vinmes, on land lying between the public
¥ right-of-way and private property lines on either side of all streets,

I avenues, or ways within the City.

Park Trees: "Park Trees' are herein defined as either evergreen or
deciduous trees, shrubs, or vines, om land designatd as public park land,

towned by the City or land to which the public has free access as a park.

- Shade Trees: "Shade Trees" are herein defined as any self-supporting
woody plant of a species that is well shaped, well braoched and well
foliated which normally grows to an overall height of at least thirty-five

(35) feet and normally develop an average mature crown spread greater

‘than thirty (30) feet in Odum, Georgia.

o

Crown Spread: "Crown Spread" is defined herein as the distance

jheasured across the greatest diameter of a plant.

A listing of Street, Park, Shade and Small trees, approved by the

ee Board for planting, shall be maintained in the Oddice of the City

uncil of Odum, Georgia.

PECTION 3. Distance from Street Cornmers and Fireplugs

No street tree shall be planted closer than 30 feet of any strect

[¢orner, measured from the point of ncarest intersecting curbs or

rblines. However, shrubs maintained less than 3 feet in height are
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No Street Tree shallbe planted closer than 10 feet of any

. Utilities

No Street Trees other than those species listed as Small Trees imn this
dinance may be planted under or within 10 lateral feet of any overhead
tility wire, or over or within 5 lateral feet of any underground water

ne, sewer line, power line or other utility.

SECTION 5. Public Tree Care

The City shall have the right to plant, prume, maintain and remove trees,
nts, shrubs, and vines within the lines of street, alleys, avenues, laones,

juares, and public grounds, as may be necessary to insure public safety and

L0. presexrve or enhance the symmetry and beauty of such public grounds.

The City shall have the right to remove or cause or order to be removed,

Tree Topping

It shall be unlawful as a normal practice for any person, firm or City
Epartment to top any Street Tree, Park Tree, or other tree on public
erty. Topping is defined as the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs

gér than three (3) inches in diameter within the tree's crown to such
eégree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree. Trees
Verly damaged by storms or other causes, or certain trees under utility

S where other pruning practices are impractical shall be exempted
this Ordipance.

11T0N 7. Prupning, Cormer Clearance

Every owner of any trece overhanging any street or right-of-way within

City shall prunme the branches so that such branches shall pot obstruct

light from any strecet lamp or obstruct the view of any strect

Isection and so that there shall be a clear space of eight feet (8)

e the surfact of the street or sidewalk. Said owners shall remove all
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stitute a menance to the safety of the public. The City shall have
ight to prune any tree or shrub on private property when it interferes
thithe proper spread of light along the street from a street light or

terferes with visibility of any traffic control device or sign.

5

'SECTION 8. Dead or Diseased Trec Removal on Private Property

e City shall have the right to causc the removal of any dead or
seased trees on private property within the City, when such trees
nétitute a hazard to lifce and property, or harbor insects or disease

"ch constitutes a potential threat to other trees within the City. The
‘tY‘ﬁill serve notice to the property owner as to the hazardous condition
sease of trees, allowing the property owner 60 days to comply. In
vent of failure of owners to comply with such provisions, the City
have the authority to remove such trees and issue a summons to the

érty owner to appear in City Court.

[ON 9. Removal of Stumps

1 stumps of strect and park trces shall be removed below the surface

ground so that the top of thc stump shall not project above the
dce of the ground.

CTION 10. Interference with City

;’shall be unlawful for any persom to prevent, delay or imterfere
he City, or any of its agents, while cngaging in and about the
ting, cultivating, muching, pruning,. spraying, or recmoving of any

ect Trees, Yark Trees, or trees on private grounds, as authorized in
Ordinance.

’CfION 11. Arborists License and Bond

It shall be unlawful for any person or firm to engage in the business
occupation of pruning, treating, or removing street or park trees withino
iCity without first applying for and procuring a license. The license

e ‘shall be $5b0.00annually in advance; provided, however, that no license
be required of any public utility company or City cmployee doing such

in the pursuit of their public service endeavors. Before any license

be issued, each applicant shall first file evidence of possession of
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age 4

iability insurance in the winimum amount of $1,000,000.00 for bodily
hmjury or death and $100,000.00 property damage indemnifying the City
aﬁy person injured or damaged resulting from the pursuit of such

siideavor as berein described.

ECTION 12. Penalty

Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be, upon

‘onviction or plea of guilty, subject to punishment according to law.




HEREAS ,

WHEREAS,

DATED

In 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposcd to the Nebraska Board of
Apriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting
of trecs; and

this holiday, called Arbor Day, was [irst obscrved with the
planting of wmore than a willion trees in Nebraska and is now
obscerved throughout the nation and the world; and

trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our
homes, fuel for our [ires and countless other wood products;
and

trees can reduce the crosion of our precious topsoil by wind
and water, cut heating and cooling costs, moderate the
temperature, clean the air, produce oxygen and provide wildlife
habitat; and

trees, wherever they are planted, are a source of joy and
spiritual renewal and serve to enbhance the economic vitality
of business arcas and beautilfy our community; and

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, J. $. SHUPTRINL, Mayor of the City of Odum, do hereby

proclaim ¥ebruary 16, 1996 as:

TARBOR DAY

in Odum and urge all citizens to support cefforts to promote and
care for our trees and woolands and join together in planting
trees to gladden the heavts and-promote the well-being of .present
and future generations.
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