


Species that are not native to a given 
ecosystem and whose introduction 
to that ecosystem causes or is likely 
to cause economic or environmental 
harm or harm to human health

- Executive Order 13112

February 3, 1999



È Native to United States

È Native to Georgia

È Native to North Georgia?



Where Did They Come From?



Packing Material Contaminant

Ornamental

Wildlife Planting

Erosion Control

How Did They Get Here?



È 85% of invasive plants were intentional 
introductions for ornamental or landscape 
purposes.

È 14% of invasive plants were introduced for 
agricultural purposes.

È Most non-native (exotic) plants are NOT 
invasive. For every 100 plant species introduced, 
10 become free-living exotics, 
while 1 becomes invasive.

Source: Dr. Randy Westbrook, Invasive Plant Fact Book



Bioenergy??
Whatôs going to 

happen if these fields 

of self perpetuating, 

fast growing, highly 

adaptable ñfuel 

cropsò never yield a 

net gain of energy?



Predicting which plants 
will become invasive has 

proven very difficult

ÁCultivars behave differently

ÁPlants respond to different 
climates/region differently

ÁMay not initially appear invasive



Spread of Chinese Privet in the South
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