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Is your Community Forest  

Ice-Storm Ready?  

GUFCõs 24th  Annual Conference  

Set for October  22-23 in Athens  
 

With this yearõs stressful weather 

challenges still on our minds, GUFC 

presents Ice Storm 2014:  Lessons 

Learned in Urban Forestry ð 

Preparing for Natureõs Next Big 

Event, two days of educational 

sessions aimed at preparing 

communities and their urban forests 

before, during, and after storms. 

GUFC's annual conference will 

present a general overview of how this 

storm affected communities; how to be 

better prepared through making storm 

mitigation plans; performing tree 

assessments before the storm happens; 

working with staging areas for debris and 

wood utilization; communicating with the 

media; understanding declared vs. undeclared events; working with FEMA, GEMA, 

and strike teams; making scenario assessments; and learning more about the 

damage and recovery of iced trees.  Join us for excellent general session talks, 

concurrent sessions, tours, and our annual urban forestry awards luncheon.   

  

Location:  Athensõ Classic Center, in the Foundry Building, 130 Foundry St. 

Registration:  

$135 for members (includes a $10 donation to Georgia ReLeaf). 

$160 for non-members (includes discounted GUFC membership and a $10 

donation to Georgia ReLeaf) Register at www.gufc.org. 

CEUs: 10 ISA CEUs available.  7 SAF Forestry CFE hours, category 1, and 4.5, 

category 2.  Certificates of attendance are available for landscape architects 

and others 
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Urban Forest Strike 

Team ð Savannah 

Training and Mock 

Exercise held 

 

The Georgia Forestry 

Commission Urban & Community 

Forestry program hosted an 

Urban Forest Strike Team (UFST) 

training and mock exercise event 

in cooperation with the City of 

Savannah and the community of 

Tybee Island during the week of 

September 22.   

Read the complete story on pages 

6 and 7. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.gufc.org/
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October, November, December ð what makes these months so special?  Trees, of course!  

While I am not a fan of the holiday season because it gets dark early and there are no decent 

tomatoes to be had, I do, however, greatly appreciate the natural beauty of the colder 

months.  Letõs start with the autumn season.  Think of all the people who go on Fall Foliage 

Tours in the Great Smoky Mountains and New England this time of year.  Itõs the time of crisp 

air and crisp apples.  Northwest Georgiaõs Cloudland Canyon State Park has incredible 

panoramic displays of natureõs fall colors.  People like to take country drives or go on hikes to 

view the changing palette of deciduous trees in blazing bloom!  Trees going into their dormant 

season translate into big tourist dollars for many rural communities. 
 

This is the time of year people like to build outdoor campfires and chop firewood for home fireplaces.  We all need to 

have that conversation with our friends about NOT moving firewood.  I remember the first time I talked to some of my 

friends about it, and they just looked at me like I was crazy.  Kind of like that way some people look at you when you 

suggest they recycle, but thatõs another story.  We know that trees have been destroyed and are being destroyed 

through the transportation of invasive pests in wood products and firewood.  The Donõt Move Firewood website 

(http://www.dontmovefirewood.org/  ) has helpful information, and we are the folks responsible for sharing this 

important message.   
 

This is also the time of year to contact the Georgia Forestry Commission and place your order for tree seedlings.  The 

Georgia Forestry Commission accepts applications for seedling orders beginning as early as July for the planting season.  

Deliveries to GFC county offices begin the first week of December and continue through February.  I like to order 

seedlings to give away at one of my all-time favorite annual events - Bring One for the Chipper!  Bring One for the 

Chipper is Georgia's Annual Christmas Tree Recycling program and is scheduled for Saturday, January 3, 2015.  For over 

twenty years, Keep Georgia Beautiful has worked with private sponsors to organize this recycling event.  Statewide 

sponsors include The Home Depot, The Davey Tree Expert Company and WXIA-TV.  Here in Rome, we make a big 

deal about Bring One for the Chipper and involve local volunteers as well as our Municipal Arborist and UGA Extension 

Agent to encourage participants to plant a seedling and come out and ask any tree questions they may have.  We havenõt 

chipped a tree in years!  All the fishermen come out and load up the trees to sink in ponds and lakes.  And before we 

get our Christmas decorations down, it will be time to plan for Arbor Day!  Itõs been a great GUFC year ð enjoy the 

season! 
 

Mary Hardin Thornton  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

November 13 is Georgia Gives Day , one full day of online giving that packs a powerful fundraising punch for Georgia 

nonprofits, and the Georgia Urban Forest Council is signed-up and ready to go!  Please mark your calendars and be on 

the lookout for reminders about giving whatever amount you can to GUFC that day, and forward any Georgia Gives e-

mails on to your own networks, encouraging your friends and colleagues to give to GUFC.  Your contributions help 

build GUFC into a stronger organization with greater programming capabilities in urban forestry.  Another easy way to 

help is to sign up at AmazonSmiles so that 5% of your purchase goes to support the Georgia Urban Forest Council.   

Join us in sustaining Georgiaõs green legacy by helping communities grow healthy trees. Thank you! 

Mary Lynne Beckley  

Presidentõs Letter 

Funds for this project were provided by the Urban and Community Forestry Assistance Program administered by the Georgia Forestry Commission. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 

programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political belief, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communications of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDAõs TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 

discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-A, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410. 

 

From the Executive Director 

http://www.dontmovefirewood.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/58-2028386
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University of Georgia õs Dr. Kim Coder Honored with 

Award of Merit from International Society of 

Arboriculture  
 

Dr. Kim Coder, a tenured professor of tree biology and healthcare at 

the University of Georgiaõs Warnell School of Forestry and Natural 

Resources in Athens, Georgia, is this yearõs recipient of the 

International Society of Arboricultureõs (ISA) Award of Merit. This is 

the highest honor ISA bestows on a member and acknowledges 

Coderõs service in advancing the principles, ideas, and practices of 

arboriculture.  

 

Dr. Coder is a past president of ISA international, the Arboriculture 

Research and Education Association (AREA), and ISAõs Southern 

Chapter. He is a prolific author, having written more than 500 technical 

articles and publications, as well as an accomplished global speaker and 

trainer.  

 

ISA presented the award to Dr. Coder on Sunday, August 3rd in 

Milwaukee as part of the 90th Annual ISA International Conference and 

Trade Show, August 2ndñ6th, 2014. 

 

òKim has maintained a legacy throughout ISA, concentrating on 

improving the quality of life for trees and the people who care for them 

through education,ó says Mark Roberts, ISA president. òHe has taken 

advantage of the many opportunities that allow him to encourage 

others to be advocates for trees and the profession.ó 

 

Dr. Coder has dedicated the past 25 years to expanding knowledge and 

educational support in the industry. 

 

òOver the years, the arboriculture industry has improved quantitatively and qualitatively the perception people have of 

our profession and how and what we do,ó says Dr. Coder. òSome people hold a lot of beliefs for various reasons and 

only through education can we look at those beliefs, hold them up to the light and modify or change them. Through an 

education process, we can increase the tree quality of life and the arborist quality of life by understanding how things 

work.ó 

 

Dr. Coder is one of nine distinguished professionals who make up the circle of winners for ISAõs Awards of Distinction, 

sponsored by Bartlett Tree Experts . Robert Bartlett Jr., chairman and CEO of Bartlett Tree Experts added, òAs the 

tree care industry continues to change and grow, we need individuals like these to help lead the way through scientific 

study, research, and dedicated work in training and education.  We are so proud to support their efforts by partnering 

with ISA in sponsorship of the Awards.ó 

 

ISA has been honoring members and industry professionals with the Awards of Distinction since 1963. Nine categories 

recognize candidates in such areas as research, publishing, education, and advancing the cause of the organization. The 

winners are selected by a diverse group of experts in arboriculture. More than 20,000 members make up ISAõs 

organization worldwide. 

 

ABOUT ISA   

The International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), headquartered in Champaign, Ill., U.S., is a nonprofit organization 

supporting tree care research and education around the world. To promote the importance of arboriculture, ISA 

manages the consumer education web site, www.treesaregood.org, which fulfills the associationõs mission to help 

educate the public about the importance and value of proper tree care. Also, as part of ISAõs dedication to the care and 

http://www.treesaregood.org/
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preservation of shade and ornamental trees, it offers the only internationally-recognized certification program in the 

industry. For more information on ISA and Certified Arborists, visit www.isa-arbor.com. 

 

ABOUT BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS  

The F.A. Bartlett Tree Expert Company was founded in 1907 by Francis A. Bartlett and is the worldõs leading scientific 

tree and shrub care company.  The organizationõs current chairman, Robert A. Bartlett Jr., represents the third 

generation of Bartlett family management.  Bartlett has locations in 27 U.S. states, Canada, Ireland, and Great Britain. 

Services include pruning, insect and disease management, fertilization and soil care, cabling and bracing, tree lightning 

protection systems, and tree and stump removal. Its corporate offices are located in Stamford, Connecticut.  To find out 

more, visit the companyõs web site at www.bartlett.com or call 1-877-BARTLETT (227-8538). 

                       

Third Annual Georgia Gives Day to take place Nov. 13, 

2014 
Organizers look to build on $2.5 million raised for Georgia nonprofits during eventõs first two years. 
 

The Georgia Center for Nonprofits (GCN) announces the third annual Georgia Gives Day will take place on 

Thursday, Nov. 13, 2014. This online fundraiser will drive awareness and donations for participating nonprofits across 

the state, as Georgians come together for a 24-hour day of giving. 

 

Georgia Gives Day brings the state together as one community to 

help build capacity for local charities throughout Georgia. Since the 

inaugural event in 2012, Georgia Gives Day has brought more than 

1,700 participating nonprofits together with nearly 19,000 donors to 

raise more than $2.5 million that directly benefited these nonprofits. 

Donors can give directly via the Georgia Gives Day website online 

or through their mobile device. 

 

òIn 2013, we reached a new level of engagement among our 

nonprofits and corporate partners for Georgia Gives Day, and 

Georgians stepped up and nearly doubled the results from our 

inaugural year,ó said 

Karen Beavor, 

president and CEO 

of GCN. òWeõve 

built on that 

momentum and are 

excited to reach 

new heights in 

2014.ó 

 

Georgia Gives Day 

2014 will once again 

feature òPower 

Hoursó and  

òGolden Tickets,ó 

popular 

competitions that reward nonprofits who receive the most donations 

and random drawings that add up to $1,000 onto individual donations 

that come in through the website throughout the day, respectively. 

Nonprofits at the top of our leaderboards for most dollars and most 

donors will also be rewarded with bonus incentive funds. These 

competitions, which add excitement and incentives to donate on  

 

Contributing on  

Georgia Gives Day is  

a quick and easy way  

to support the  

Georgia Urban Forest 

Council !   
 

Join us in our mission of sustaining 

Georgiaõs green legacy by helping 

communities grow healthy trees.  

Your contribution enables GUFC to 

provide educational programming to 

communities statewide, to offer 

networking and resource 

opportunities, and to raise and 

strengthen community capacity in 

maintaining urban forests  

around the state. 

 

Circle November  13 on your 

calendar now and join us on this  
24-hour day of giving! 

 

http://www.isa-arbor./
http://www.bartlett.com/
http://www.gcn.org/
http://gagivesday.org/
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Georgia Gives Day, are made possible through the generous support of GCNõs corporate funding partners, including 

Coca-Cola, SunTrust Foundation, Wells Fargo, Knight Foundation, and others. 

 

Georgia Gives Day has proven to be a popular way for nonprofits to engage with new constituents. According to a 

survey of all donors who participated in Georgia Gives Day 2013, 10 percent made their first-ever donation to a 

nonprofit, 17 percent gave to a new nonprofit, and 19 percent donated more than they budgeted to give on Georgia 

Gives Day. 

 

All nonprofit organizations with 501(c)(3) designation are invited to participate free of charge and may register on 

www.GAgivesday.org by October 1. Learn more by visiting  www.GAgivesday.org.    

 

About Georgia Gives Day  

The mission of Georgia Gives Day is to inspire individuals to donate to participating nonprofits with the goal of raising as 

much money as possible within a 24-hour period. GAgivesday.org makes donating easy by organizing hundreds of 

nonprofits across the state onto one website, providing the information people need to select a cause or charity of their 

choice, and enabling online donations by credit card or e-check. 

 

About the Georgia Center for Nonprofits  

The Georgia Center for Nonprofits builds thriving communities by helping nonprofits succeed.  Through a powerful mix 

of advocacy, solutions for nonprofit effectiveness, and insight building tools, GCN provides nonprofits, board members 

and donors with the tools they need to strengthen organizations that make a difference on important causes 

throughout Georgia. Learn more at GCN.org.  

  

Park Prideõs Call for Presentations  

14th Annual Parks and Greenspace Conference  

Parks and People: A Declaration of Interdependence 
 

Monday, March 23, 2015 

Atlanta Botanical Garden, 

Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Park Pride is accepting presentation and tour proposals for the Annual Parks and Greenspace Conference at the Atlanta 

Botanical Garden on Monday March 23, 2015, in Atlanta, Ga. Breakout sessions, hands-on workshops and pre-

conference tours will focus on this year's conference theme, "Parks and People: A Declaration of Interdependence." 

Successful presentations will offer a unique opportunity for attendees to explore the symbiotic relationship of 

communities and their parks.  

 

Tours are on Saturday March 21st and Sunday March 22nd. The format, time and location should be decided by the 

organizer. Park Pride and the conference committee will offer assistance in some planning and advertising if tour is 

selected.) 

 

Sessions and tours will focus on areas including, but not limited to:  

Community Collaborative Design and Placemaking   

Good to Great:  What takes a park from good to great?   

Policy and Planning  

 

Deadlines: Submissions are due by October 31, 2014 at 5:00 pm.      

 

For more information, click here. 

 

For questions pertaining to the Annual Parks and Greenspace Conference or your proposal submission, please contact 

Becky Katz at conference@parkpride.org.  
 

http://www.gagivesday.org/
http://www.gagivesday.org/
http://www.gcn.org/
http://www.parkpride.org/conference/
mailto:conference@parkpride.org
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Urban Forest Connec tions Webinar 

Series   
Second Wednesdays | 1:00 ð 2:00 pm ET  

 

The Forest Serviceõs Urban Forest Connections  webinar series brings experts 

together to discuss the latest science, practice, and policy on urban forestry and 

the environment. These webinars are open to all. Archived webinar presentations 

and recordings will be available at this site.  

 

Upcoming webinar: 

November 12, 2014 | 1:00-2:00 pm ET  

Tree Risk Assessment for Municipal Officials  

Paul Ries, Oregon Department of Forestry 

Jerry Mason, Mason and Stricklin, LLC 

 

This seminar series is presented by the Forest Serviceõs National Urban Forest Technology & Science Delivery Team.  

Learn more at http://www.fs.fed.us/research/urban-webinars/ 

 

 

Urban Forest Strike Team ð Savannah Training and Mock 

Exercise 
   
The Georgia Forestry Commission Urban & 

Community Forestry program hosted an Urban Forest 

Strike Team (UFST) training and mock exercise event 

in cooperation with the City of Savannah and the 

community of Tybee Island during the week of 

September 22.   

Eleven new Task Specialists (from 4 states) were 

trained and another 17 UFST members (from 5 states 

and 2 Georgia cities) joined them later in the week for 

the mock exercise which was initiated with assistance 

from the Georgia Emergency Management Agency 

(GEMA) and the City of Savannah and Chatham 

County Emergency Managers. 

This was the second UFST mock exercise to provide 

incorporation of in-state mutual aid and inter-state 

Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) 

resource deployment components (VDOF hosted the 

first in Virginia Beach in 2013).   

UFSTs are composed of state forestry agency-certified 

arborists and urban foresters, municipal and private 

arborists, and extension urban foresters trained to 

make urban tree risk and damage assessments  

continued on next page      Strike Team Training Participants 

http://www.fs.fed.us/research/urban-science-delivery-team.php
http://www.fs.fed.us/research/urban-webinars/
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Urban Forest Strike Team Training, continued 

following natural disasters (e.g. hurricanes and ice storms).  This initiative, started by the Southern Group of State 

Foresters in 2007, involves recruiting, training and deploying professional urban foresters and arborists to assess tree 

damage using FEMA guidelines and current tree risk management standards. Strike team members attend multiπday 

training workshops and obtain continuing education via webinar, eπLearning, and/or state sponsored disaster training 

scenarios like this one in Savannah. ).  Currently the UFST program has: 36 Team Leaders, 216 Task Specialists, and 16 

UFST Instructors. 

Technology transfer specialists and urban foresters from the USDA Forest Service in Athens, GA, Durham, NH, St. Paul, 

MN and Morgantown, WV provided technical support for this program. 

September 23-24, 2014 - Task Specialist Training ð 11 TS Trainees from MS, AL, TX, FL ð Instructors from USDA FS Region 8, 

US Army Corps of Engineers, Massachusetts Tree Wardens & Foresters Association, Georgia, and Virginia; GIS Specialists from GA 

and MS 

September 24 ð 26, 2014- Savannah Hurricane Mock Exercise ð An additional 17 UFST TSs & TLs from GA, TX, VA, SC, FL and 

City of Rome (GA) and Atlanta (GA) 

 

Urban Forest Strike Team Training and Mock Exercise ð Tybee Island, 2014 
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At tention Tree City USA 

Communities ! 

The Georgia Forestry Commission Macon complex will refrain from using the 

Macon post office box.   

The only mailing address for the Macon complex will be: 

Georgia Forestry Commission 

5645 Riggins Mill Road 

Dry Branch, Georgia 31020 

 

Remember!  The deadline for applying or recertifying for Tree City USA, Tree Campus USA and Tree Line USA  

status is November 15 th  in Georgia. 

 

Celebrate the 10 th  Annua l National NeighborWoods® 

Month  

National NeighborWoods® Month brings communities across the country together to plant and care for trees. This 

annual celebration builds civic pride, grow volunteer activism, and transforms cities and towns.   National 

NeighborWoods® Month is Alliance for Community Treesõ annual campaign to plant and care for trees during the 

month of October. Each year, tens of thousands of volunteers take action to make their communities greener and 

healthier by planting treesñturning their neighborhoods into vibrant, livable NeighborWoods®. Over the last decade, 

more than 170,000 hard-working volunteers have planted over 300,000 trees in all 50 states during National 

NeighborWoods® Month.  

Be part of the special 10th year of National NeighborWoods® Month. Register all of your October tree-related events 

including plantings, maintenance and care, giveaways, invasive removals, and educational events or volunteering at an 

event near you at www.NeighborWoodsMonth.org. 

 

GUFC College Canopy Conference  at Berry College  
Rome, Georgia  

September 17 

 
Sixty attendees enjoyed a day at 

Berry College, host of the fourth 

annual College Canopy 

Conference.  Knowledgeable 

speakers led talks on why trees 

fail, critical root zones and construction, tree inventories, and other topics of 

interest to treekeepers on our college campuses.  Berry College recently earned 

Tree Campus USA status.  At the end of the day, Berryõs Dr. Martin Cipollini and 

Georgia Botanical Societyõs Richard Ware led a walking tour of Berryõs beautiful tree 

canopy. 

Pictured, left photo: Middle Georgia State College Arborist Derrick Catlett, Spelman College Grounds 

Director David Gennaro, and Agnes Scott College Sustainability Director Susan Kidd speak on Trees 

and Sustainability Plans.  Right photo:  Dr. Cipollini begins the walking canopy tour. 

http://www.neighborwoodsmonth.org/
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OFFICERS 

 Mary Hardin Thornton, Director, Keep Rome/Floyd Beautiful    PRESIDENT  
Andrew Saunders, Environmental Coord., Athens-Clarke Co. Govt. PRESIDENT -ELECT  

Rob Ryan, ASLA, LEED AP, Atlanta    PAST -PRESIDENT   
Samantha Grey, Herod Horticultural Research & Evaluation Co., Dawson    SECRETARY 
Larry Morris, Retired, Georgia Forestry Commission, Grayson    TREASURER 

 
GUFC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Jon Balkcom, Forestry & Right of Way Services, Georgia Power Company, Atlanta 

Daniel S. Bauer, Arborist, President, Arbor Equity, Inc. 
Derrick Catlett, Arborist, Middle Georgia State College 
Arline Chapman, Mayor, City of Porterdale 
Gordon Denney, ASLA, PLA, Landscape Architect, City of Savannah 

Mark Fockele, The Fockele Garden Company, Gainesville 
Karol Kelly, Bibb County Cooperative Extension, Macon 
Michele McIntosh-Ross, Principal Planner, City of Milton 

Joan Scales, Community Forester, Georgia Forestry Commission, Athens 
John A. Ward III, ICMA-CM, City Manager, City of Jefferson 
 

EX OFFICIO  
Susan Granbery, GFC Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator, Stone Mountain 
Mary Lynne Beckley, GUFC Executive Director, Decatur 
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