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Remembering  

Barry Nehr  

1934 ð 2015 
 

By Mary Dugan, Jefferson 

Heritage Tree Council 

 

Throughout his lifetime, artist 

Barry Nehr brought into our 

own field of vision the awe-

inspiring beauty that he saw and 

appreciated about forests. 

 

Barrion Duane Nehr was born 

and raised in Lancaster, PA.  He 

spent his childhood in and 

around forests, farms and fields 

while hunting, fishing and exploring. A love of forests led him to attend the 

New York State Ranger School, located in the wilds of up-state N.Y.  He then 

pursued a career in forestry where he marked timber, built trails, fought 

forest fires and learned other forestry-related skills. Although he graduated 

more than 40 years ago, he went back to offer his time to paint an expansive 

mural for the school's 100-year anniversary. 

 

As a youngster, Barry exhibited a talent for drawings, producing many pencil 

and pen & ink sketches, always with a preference for wildlife. Barry worked 

primarily with oils with an impressionistic style, emphasizing color and light.  

In his early teens, Barry began drawing with pen and ink and the typical subject 

matter - wildlife and forests. 

 

The project that brought him to Georgia kept him here and was the 

background mural for an exhibit at the visitor's center at Georgia's highest 

mountain peak at Brasstown Bald depicting historic, natural scenes of Georgia.  

Barry's work caught the eye of Harry Rossoll, the creator of Smokey the Bear, 

who then brought Barry into the U.S. Forest Service as his assistant.  After 

Rossoll retired, Barry accepted role of Regional Illustrator. 

 

When Barry retired from the U.S. Forest Service in 1989, he continued doing 

background murals for several exhibit design and fabrication companies. 

continued on page 3 
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For 25 years, Barry created a painting of a significant 

Georgia tree each year for the Georgia Urban Forest 
Council. Limited edition prints were produced and 

framed for annual award ceremonies. We are deeply 
appreciative of Barryõs talent and support of our 

organization. Barry passed on September 25. He has 
been a kind and generous man to work with, and we 
will miss him. 

 

Kathleen Wolf, Ph.D., 

University of Washington  

and Ray Tretheway, 

Sacramento Tree 

Foundation, Headline 

GUFC Annual 

Conference Nov. 4-5 

 

 

 

Itõs been 15 years since weõve held 

our annual conference in Savannah, 

Georgia, and we are excited to 

return. Weõre thrilled to announce 

that research social scientist Dr. 

Kathleen Wolf of the University of 

Washington will be joining us as 

keynote speaker.  Weõll look at 

òThe Forest Pharmacy:  

Natureõs Prescription for 

Healthy Communities.ó Ray 

Tretheway, Executive Director of 

the Sacramento Tree Foundation, 

will discuss his organizationõs canopy 

analysis of his area and how it 

affects the health of children, youth, 

and adults. Read more on page 3.  
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Strengthening Our Network  

Many of us are typically the lone òtree expertó in our field of work. Iõm sure most of 

us receive the occasional tree picture text message or random tree question at our 

social events. Whether we are government employees, consulting arborists, or 

running our own tree service, we have made our careers on being the go-to person 

for tree advice. While this is certainly something to be proud of, it can occasionally 

be a little overwhelming.  

Itõs hard to be the lone person driving a tree program or business. All too often, we 

lead ourselves to believe that our challenges are unique and that they can only be 

solved by ourselves. We might be the only person in a large organization who is 

trying to develop a better tree maintenance system or trying to figure out the best 

way to justify trees as assets during the development process.This can certainly be isolating if we donõt recognize the 

bigger picture.  

The reality is that while we may function individually within our respective organizations, our struggles and successes are 

not unique. All across this state, we have incredible professionals who are working for the same cause. Someone has 

already developed the program elements you are working on today. Someone has fought the political and social battles 

that await your communityé and they are ready to teach you their lessons learned.  

This is one of the top reasons I value being a member of the Georgia Urban Forest Council. We network with 

professionals across the state. From our membership, Iõve learned about memorial tree programs in Dalton, tree banks 

in Jefferson, and canopy studies in Macon. Each member I meet has a unique story they are willing to share. This 

network has been invaluable to the development of my career and the success of the tree program within our 

community. So after the annual conference presentations in Savannah on November 4th, I invite you to grab a beverage, 

pull up a seat, share some war stories, and GROW YOUR NETWORK.  

Andrew Saunders  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Many things Agnes Scott Arboretum Chair Jim Abbot said during his talk at our recent College Canopy Conference 

were noteworthy, but one sentence in particular resonated. He told our audience full of campus treekeepers that if they 

work for a college, they are a teacher.The reason being, of course, that all of their efforts in making campuses 

environmentally, economically, and socially healthy places contribute to helping students complete their educations. 

Thatõs the power of trees. And that got me to thinking that all of us who advocate and work for healthy urban forests 

are teachers, too, as we consistently work on communicating the message that towns and cities need their trees in 

order for people to be healthy in so many ways. Kudos to all of you for your good work for trees - go forth and teach!  

Mary Lynne Beckley  

Presidentõs Letter 

Funds for this project were provided by the Urban and Community Forestry Assistance Program administered by the Georgia Forestry Commission. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 

programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political belief, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 

disabilities who require alternative means for communications of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDAõs TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 

discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-A, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC  20250-9410. 

 

From the Executive Director 



TREETALKS 

 

3 
 

Barry Nehr, continued from page 1 
 

According to Barry, "Background murals usually include much of the flora and fauna appropriate to the ecosystem being 

exhibited. These paintings usually draw you in and capture your imagination, helping to transport you into the story that 

is being told." 

 

He began taking on other projects in retirement, his time and skill given in kind. One project in the files at the offices of 

the Georgia Forestry Commission pertains to the Making the Shade grant in Jefferson, Ga., where Barry painted an 

outdoor mural at the entrance of an urban playground park where 11 trees were planted. 

 

In an unfortunate event, he lost many original paintings in a building fire March 2015 in Savannah. Surviving paintings can 

be found in galleries on Tybee Island and in Jasper, Ga. His murals can be seen at state and national parks throughout the 

U.S., and in Georgia at the Brasstown Bald visitor's center, Piedmont National Wildlife Refuge, the Savannah River 

National Wildlife Refuge, and the Georgia Forestry Commission's mobile environmental classroom, among other 

locations. He also has written two books for young readers, Deep Forest Mystery, and The Forested Planet, both of 

which feature exceptional forest paintings. 

 

Our friend Barry Nehr passed away on September 25. To view the paintings of Georgia trees by Barry Nehr for the Georgia Urban 

Forest Council, visit www.gufc.org. To view all of Barryõs work, visit http://barrynehr.com/. 

 
The Forest Pharmacy:  Natureõs Prescription for 

Healthy  Communities 

2015 GUFC Annual 

Conference Scheduled for   

November 4 and 5 at  

Savannah Desoto Hilton  

GUFC presents the 25th Georgia Urban Forest Council 

Annual Conference and Awards Program November 4 and 

5 at the Savannah Desoto Hilton, 15 East Liberty Street, 

Savannah, Georgia. This educational event will spotlight outstanding speakers, educational sessions, and the Annual 

Excellence in Urban Forestry Awards. Dr. Kathleen Wolf of the University of Washington will be a keynote speaker, 

leading us through the latest research on the connection between human health and urban trees and nature.  Ray 

Tretheway, Executive Director of the Sacramento Tree Foundation, will speak to us about his organizationõs canopy 

analyses and the impacts on child, youth, and adult health. Other noted national, state, and local speakers will participate 

as well. A highlight of this yearõs conference is a walking tour of Savannahõs urban forest and historic squares. 

Click here  to view this yearõs conference agenda. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS : 10.5 ISA CEUs will be available. SAF Continuing Forestry Ed:  8 hours, 

Category 1 and 1.5 hours, Category 2. Certificates of Attendance available for landscape architects and others.             

 REGISTRATION:  $225 

LODGING:   The conference hotel block rate has expired (Oct. 6), but contact the Hilton Savannah DeSoto for 

availability and rates: 912-232-9000 or http://www.desotohilton.com/, or go to visitsavannah.com for additional hotel 

options. 

REGISTER HERE. 

READ ABOUT  TREES AND HEALTH &  THIS CONFERENCE IN FORESTRY TODAY HERE. 

Photo courtesy VisitSavannah.com 

http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/2015-GUFC-Annual-Conference-Agenda2.pdf
http://www.desotohilton.com/
http://www.visitsavannah.com/
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-gufc-annual-conference-awards-program-tickets-17583873840?ref=ebtn
http://issuu.com/thegeorgiacontractor/docs/georgiaforestrytoday_july_august201
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Urban Forestry News  

¶ The board members of the Savannah Tree Foundation have selected the Coastal Arborist Association as the 

2015 recipient of its Lynda Beam Award. The award is one of three named for Savannah Tree Foundation 

founders Page Hungerpiller, Lynda Beam, and Suzie Williams. The SavanƴŀƘ ¢ǊŜŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ƻǊ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ƘŀǘƘŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǳǊōŀƴ 

forests. For more information about the Coastal Arborist Association, contact Mark 

McClellan: mmclellan@gfc.state.ga.us . 

¶ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ silent auction ƘŜƭŘ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ D¦C/Ωǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ς 

all proceeds benefit Georgia ReLeaf. ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ bƻǾΦ п-5 at the Hilton 

Savannah DeSoto. Have a great item or service that could be auctioned off to benefit 

tree planting in Georgia? Call Mary Lynne Beckley at 404-377-0404 or e-mail her at 

marylynne@gufc.org. Your contribution helps fundraise for the Georgia ReLeaf program, 

which provides tree planting funds for communities that have lost canopy to storms or 

are planting trees to benefit veterans.   

¶ The Georgia Urban Forest Council is pleased to announce that this year's recipients of Georgia ReLeaf  

funding are the City of Valdosta , for their "Project Pay It Forward," a community tree planting project at the 

American Legion Post 13 honoring military veterans, and the City of Jefferson , for replacement of Yoshino 

Cherry Trees providing ongoing recognition to World War II veterans. 

¶ Earlier this summer, AmericanGrove.org  launched the First Annual Great 

American Tree Competition , seeking nominations for outstanding trees that 

are community landmarks, have environmental or historic significance, or simply 

have a story that makes them extraordinary. Over 38 trees from 23 states were 

nominated. At the end of the voting period, after tallying the popular vote and 

sending the top five nominees to our òall-staró urban forestry panel for the final 

vote, we are pleased to announce that the Great American Tree for 2015 is.....That 

Tree in Platteville, Wisconsin!  Runners-Up: 2nd Place: Darien Oak ð Darien, GA 

Third Place: Angel Oak ð Charleston, SC. Congratulations to our 2015 Great American Tree Competition 

winner and our second and third place winners, and kudos to all who nominated your own outstanding trees. 

All thirty-eight trees are truly remarkable and a gem in the crown of their respective states! The nomination 

period for next yearõs Great American Tree Competition will be announced in April 2016.  

¶ The Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources at the University of Georgia will present a two-day 

workshop, òIssues in Tree and Forest Health Care:  

Diagnosis and Treatment ó with instructors Dr. Kim 

Coder, Dr. Kamal Gandhi, Dr. Jean Williams-Woodward, 

and others on October 27-28.  This course will focus on 

key components of tree and forest health in Southern 

forested landscapes. In-depth topics will include insect 

threats, tree diseases, and abiotic stress factors such as 

soil compaction and drought.  For more information, click 

here.   

¶ The Georgia Arborist Association presented 

SALUTING BRANCHES:  Arborists United for 

Veteran Remembrance at Andersonville 

National Cemetery September 26, 2015. Over 50 

arborists and crew members participated in this annual day of service. Your organization may want to participate 

next year!  Click here to view the photo album. 

mailto:mmclellan@gfc.state.ga.us
mailto:marylynne@gufc.org
https://www.facebook.com/photosofthattree
https://www.facebook.com/photosofthattree
http://thegrove.americangrove.org/great-american-trees/live-oak-darien-ga?xg_source=msg_mes_network
http://thegrove.americangrove.org/great-american-trees/angeloak-1-1?xg_source=msg_mes_network
http://thegrove.americangrove.org/?xg_source=msg_mes_network
http://www.georgiaarborist.org/event-2026769
http://www.georgiaarborist.org/event-2026769
http://www.georgiaarborist.org/Saluting-Branches-2015-Photo-Album
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Scenes from the 2015 COLLEGE CANOPY 

CONFERENCE  

This popular conference, set this year at Agnes Scott College in Decatur on September 22 and designed for college and 

university "treekeepers," drew over 70  physical plant managers, landscape directors, grounds coordinators, arborists, 

and administrators.This year's conference topics included Agnes Scott College's urban forest audit and arboretum, 

campus tree protection, water recycling, young tree pruning, nursery stock selection, and an urban forest & sustainability 

tour.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it time to renew your G UFC membership?  
GUFC members are a diverse group of people brought together by their common 

interest in healthy, thriving urban forests. Our membership includes individuals and 

organizations from all across the state of Georgia and many other states as well.  

Membership is open to any individual, business or organization that shares our 

educational mission and dedication to improving Georgiaõs urban forests. To learn 

more about membership or to renew your current membership, visit 

www.gufc.org/joinrenew/ . 

Thanks for helping GUFC sustain Georgiaõs green legacy by helping communities grow healthy trees.  Your membership dollars are 

a donation and fully tax-deductible. 

Clockwise, from top left, Arborist Chris 

Hughes discusses protecting campus 

trees; morning general session; Agnes 

Scott Urban Forest audit committee 

member Claudia Mitchell; the Agnes 

Scott campus; conference pruning 

session; and Jim Abbott, Arboretum 

Chair. 

http://www.gufc.org/joinrenew/
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The tree is named the Spooner Live Oak for the family on whose property it grows in Seminole County. Measurements by 

the Georgia Forestry Commission and American Forests confirm the tree's other impressive statistics: 385 inches (just over 32-feet) 

in circumference at breast height and a crown spread of 147 feet. According to Georgia Forestry Commission Champion Tree 

Program Manager, Mark McClellan, this live oak, Quercus virginiana, "is in excellent condition," and is especially notable because it 

is a "single stem" specimen as opposed to many live oaks that grow in multi stems. While it is difficult to establish the age of this 

tree species, it's estimated that the Spooner Oak could be more than 300 years old. ð from GaTrees.org 

 

On the Georgia Tech Tree Tour  

 

On October 8, GUFC members 

and others took a guided walking 

tour of Georgia Institute of 

Technologyõs developing 

arboretum.  DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ¢ŜŎƘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŜ 

Campus USA committee has been 
maintaining data on these trees in 
a partnership with the Center for 
Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) in the College of Architecture. 
We also learned about their 1.4 

million gallon cistern under Tech 
Green that provides water for the 
Clough Undergraduate Learning 

Center and local irrigation and 
about their Augmented Reality 
application for mobile devices and 
tablets through which the trees 
can be viewed interactively.  
Georgia Tech is home to 11,400 

trees and approximately130 tree 

species.   

 

 

Photo courtesy of Georgia Forestry Commission 

 

Mark  your calendar.  
Weõre visiting Georgiaõs  

co-champion, the Spooner Live 

Oak , on May 18, 2016, as part of 

Georgia Urban Forest Councilõs 

Second Quarterly Program.  

Featured speaker:  Dr. Kim Coder, 

of UGAõs Warnell School of 

Forestry & Natural Resources.  

Details coming soon. 

Jason Gregory, Georgia Techõs Sr. Educational 
Facilities Planner, and Rama Sivakumar of the 

College of Architecture lead the tree tour. 

 

A ginkgo tree outside of Bobby Dodd Stadium 
and Grant Field. 

 

Left: The Clough Undergraduate Learning 
Center with its rooftop garden. 

 



TREETALKS 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICERS 
Andrew Saunders, Environmental Coordinator , Athens-Clarke Co. Govt.   PRESIDENT  
Mary Hardin Thornton, Director, Keep Rome/Floyd Beautiful    PAST -PRESIDENT   

Samantha Grey, Herod Horticultural Research & Evaluation Co., Dawson    SECRETARY 
Dale Higdon, Forester, Certified Arborist, Retired GFC    TREASURER 
Daniel S. Bauer, Arborist, President, Arbor Equity, Inc.  PRESIDENT -ELECT  

 
GUFC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Jon Balkcom, Forestry & Right of Way Services, Georgia Power Company, Atlanta 

Derrick Catlett, Arborist, Middle Georgia State College 
Gordon Denney, ASLA, PLA, Landscape Architect, City of Savannah 
Mark Fockele, The Fockele Garden Company, Gainesville 

Karol Kelly, Bibb County Cooperative Extension, Macon 
Michele McIntosh-Ross, Principal Planner, City of Milton 
Susan Russell, Consulting Arborist, City of Jefferson 
Joan Scales, SCFP Manager, Georgia Forestry Commission, Athens 

 
EX OFFICIO  
Susan Granbery, GFC Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator, Stone Mountain 

Mary Lynne Beckley, GUFC Executive Director, Decatur 
 
Georgia Urban Forest Council 

315 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue, Suite 554 
Decatur, GA  30030 
404-377-0404 

www.gufc.org 
 
 

 
 

 

Follow GUFC on  

member 
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HOW TREES 

CALM US 

DOWN éThatõs the 

title of an article in 

the New Yorker  

magazine about new 

research by University 

of Chicago psychology 

professor Marc 

Berman and his team.  

òSomething deep 

within us responds to 
the three-dimensional 
ƎŜƻƳŜǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣέ 
write author Alex 
Hutchinson.  Keep 
reading here. 
 


