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GUFC First Quarterly Program 

 

Building Our Best Cities: Envisioning a 

Connected Urban Forest  

The 2016 Mayorsõ Symposium &  

Tree City USA Celebration 
 

Wednesday, February 17, 2016  

The Trees Atlanta Kendeda Center 

225 Chester Ave SE, Atlanta, Georgia 

 

The Mayorõs Symposium is an opportunity to network with partners while learning 

best practices for supporting a model urban tree program.   Read details on page 4. 
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TREE TALKS 
Georgia Urban Forest Council 

 

WINTER 2016 

 

GUFC    P.O. Box 2199     Stone Mounta in, GA  30086     470.210.5900    www.gufc.org  

Thanks to a generous donation of 

office space by the Georgia Forestry 

Commission, the Georgia Urban 

Forest Council has moved.  After 

enjoying 10 years as a tenant on W. 

Ponce de Leon Avenue in Decatur, 

weõve moved to Stone Mountain.  

We thank the volunteers and 

Georgia Forestry Commission staff 

who helped with the move.  Weõll 

miss our friends and neighbors in 

Decatur, but look forward to the 

additional synergy created by  

working in the same building as our 

GFC colleagues. 

 

Georgia Urban For est Council  

Mailing Address:  

P.O. Box 2199 

Stone Mountain, Georgia  30086 

 

Physical Address:  

6835 James B. Rivers/Memorial Dr. 

Stone Mountain, GA 30083 

 

Phone Number:   470-210-5900 

 

E-mail:   gufc@gufc.org 

 

Website:  www.gufc.org  

 

Itõs a New Year and a 

New Office for GUFC  

 

Each attendee to the February 17th program will receive a free GUFC tote bag!  

Each Tree City, Tree Campus, and Tree Line USA present will receive a set of six 

large-format tree tags to build awareness of the value of trees in communities. 
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Things Really Do Go Full Circle  
Iõve been very blessed to have longevity in my family and, at 96 and 91 this year, my 

grandparents are still around to tell stories of how life was. After 23 years in the industry, I 

now find myself being one of those òoldó guys telling war stories of the way things were 

back then.  

  

I watch as the new generation either tunes me out or wants to show me the newest and 

greatest video on their phone, which is probably the way I reacted when elders would want 

to reiterate their war stories to me.   

 

Working with a millennial generation of employees, there are certain things you take for granted, but shouldnõt. Most 

donõt know how to drive a manual truck, being 10 minutes late to everything is okay, no one can sew a button,  it is 

more important to have minutes on your phone then gas in your car, etc.  Letõs not even get into common core math.     

 

These items are not unique to the tree care industry; all business owners today have the same complaints about their 

employees. 

 

However, the other day when visiting a local high school that has a forestry program, I was enlightened to see a change.  

There were no bells between classes. There was nobody babysitting the students in the hallways, as they walked freely 

not needing passes.  The principal explained to me that the real world has òno bells to tell you where you need to be; 

there is no one to watch over you every day.ó There were students fixing engines, raising cows, even learning graphic 

design.   These were 15-, 16- and 17-year-olds acting like employees we would all love to have and with skill sets that 

make sense.   

 

If you ask my grandfather what one of his greatest accomplishments is, he will tell you ònot one of his children or 16 

grandchildren ever rode the system and they all work with good jobs.ó My children will tell you that I constantly say 

òyou will not be someoneõs bad employee.ó   

 

The Tree Care Industry of America (TCIA) just created a position to help people get interested in tree care as a career, 

and with Georgia high schools teaching it as a curriculum, there is a new dawn. I have now seen the next generation, and 

I am pleased to say there is hope for forestry and the future of its workforce.   

 

Daniel Bauer  

 

 

 
 

 

Iõm pleased to share with you in this issue the recipients of our 2015 Excellence in Urban Forestry Awards. From 

devoted urban forest enthusiasts to tree-minded cities, and from utilities in collaboration with others to college 

campuses that focus on management, this yearõs list of award-winners presents a positive snapshot of how many 

decision-makers and leaders across Georgia are aware that trees and metro nature contribute to good health, 

environmental sustainability, and a better quality of life for people. Keep reading this issue for stories sure to inspire. 

Mary Lynne Beckley  

Presidentõs Letter 

From the Executive Director 
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Urban Forestry News  

A new NASA study proves that vegetation ð or the lack of it ð affects the heat island effect in an urban setting. The 

type of vegetation is a factor also.  Trees with broad leaves, for example, have more of a cooling effect than trees with 

needles. Read more here and find links to further reading on the topic. 

 

Are you a city forester  and want to learn more about funding  your urban forestry program? Jennifer Gulick, Senior 

Consulting Community Forester for the Davey Resource Group, has written a publication called òFunding Your Urban 

Forest Program ð A Guide for New and Seasoned City Foresters.ó In it, she asks questions such as òWhatõs Your 

Message?ó òHow Are You Presenting it?ó and òWhy Should Your Program Be Given More Funding?ó  She also includes 

Sources of Funding. Read Jennifer Gulickõs guide here. 

 

Kari Logan  of the CEL Marketing Firm worked with the Northern Kentucky Urban and Community Forestry Council 

to launch Kentucky Roots, a campaign to educate citizens on the value of trees and how to care for them. The success 

of the campaign, she says, is deeply rooted in community partnerships. Read Developing Creative Community Partnerships ð 

The Kentucky Roots Example here. 

The U.S. Forest Service  has launched the updated version of the increasingly popular, free software i-Tree. This 

version includes a major new function that simulates future tree population totals, canopy cover, tree diversity and tree 

values by species based on user information.  i-Tree and its growing suite of tools make it possible for anyone to analyze 

individual trees, parcels, neighborhoods, cities or an entire state.The Forest Service worked with private industry, 

professional associations, non-profit groups, and universities to develop i-Tree, a public-domain suite of forest 

assessment tools. Since the initial release in 2006, thousands of communities, nonprofit organizations, managers, 

consultants, volunteers and students in more than 100 countries have used i-Tree to produce customized reports. 

The enhancements provided in i-Tree, Version 6.0, include: 

¶ i-Tree Landscape:  Users can learn about the benefits and values of trees (carbon storage, air pollution 

removal, hydrologic effects) in their area, see how increasing tree cover will increase the benefits provided, and 

prioritize areas in which to focus tree planting efforts. The data is preloaded and analyzed from various sources, 

so the users just need to select an area to begin understanding and valuing their forest resource. 

¶ i-Tree Eco interface:  i-Tree Eco is modernized with a new application interface, updated science and values, 

an upgraded web-based mobile data collection tool and 

reporting features, and full functionality for the United Kingdom. 

These upgrades make it easier for users to assess and 

understand their local forest resource. 

¶ i-Tree Forecast:  This new function in i-Tree Eco simulates 

future tree population totals, canopy cover, tree diversity and 

diameter at breast height distribution. The tool also looks at 

carbon and air pollution removal services and values by species 

based on user-input tree data and planting rates, and default or 

user-defined mortality rates.  Read more here. 

The Georgia Arborist Association  presents the 18th Annual 

Georgia Tree Climbing Championship on February 20, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

at Cooper Creek Park, 4816 Milgen Road in Columbus. For more 

information, contact Eric Gansauer, event chair at 706-366-5438 or at 

egansauer@columbusga.org 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?id=86440
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Funding-your-UF-Program-Jenny-Gulick-1.pdf
http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Creative-Community-Partnerships-Kari-Logan.pdf
https://www.itreetools.org/index.php
http://www.fs.fed.us/news/releases/forest-service-releases-updated-version-tool-puts-ecology-hands-public
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Building Our Best Cities: Envisioning a Connected Urban Forest  

The 2016 Mayorsõ Symposium & Tree City USA Celebration 
 

Wednesday, February 17, 2016  

The Trees Atlanta Kendeda Center 

225 Chester Ave SE, Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Join us for this inspiring event presented by Trees Atlanta, the Georgia Forestry 

Commission, and the Georgia Urban Forest Council.   This event is an opportunity to 

network with partners while learning best practices for supporting a model urban tree 

program. We'll hear an exciting talk from Danielle Crumrine , Executive Director of Tree 

Pittsburgh, and Josh Lippert , CFM, ASLA, Senior Environmental Planner for the City of 

Pittsburgh, about their accomplishments in "Connecting Pittsburgh with Trees."  Ryan 

Gravel,  Founder of the Atlanta Beltline , will facilitate a panel discussion on "Planning and 

Designing our Cities with Trees" with panelists Decatur Mayor Patti Garrett  , Danielle 

Crumrine, Andrea Kos sis, Walter Brown  of Green Street Properties (invited) and Tim 

Keane, Commissioner of the Department of Planning and Community Development for the 

City of Atlanta.  After lunch, Robert Farris , Director of the Georgia Forestry Commission will 

recognize new and renewing Tree City USA  communities, Tree Line USA  utility companies, 

and Tree Campus USA  colleges present.   Ryan Gravel will present a talk, òCreating a 

Long-Term Vision for C ity Growth and Tree Canopy Preservation.ó 

For a complete agenda for the program, click here.   3.5 ISA Arborist CEUs will be 

available.  2.5 SAF Forester Hours.  Certificates of Attendance will be available for 

landscape architects and all others. 

Registration:   $60 GUFC members, $75 non-members, $50 Tree City USA/Tree Board, Tree Campus USA college 

staff, Tree Line USA utility employees   

All city mayors are our guests  for the event and receive a free ticket.   

For more information and to register, visit www.gufc.org. 

US Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry 

Advisory Council Releases 10 -year Action Plan  

A federal council has released a plan that identifies specific goals, actions, and recommendations for improving the status 

of urban and community forestry for the U.S. and its territories. The plan serves as a framework for awarding nearly $1 

million in U.S. Forest Service grants to organizations, including grassroots nonprofits, academic researchers, private 
practitioners and local and state governments. 

The Federal Advisory Council for the Forest Serviceõs Urban and Community Forestry Program developed the plan, 

which was released during the Arbor Day Foundationõs Partners in Community Forestry Conference in Denver, 

Colorado. The Council is charged with developing an action plan every 10 years to help guide stakeholders in the 

management of the nationõs urban forests.  For more information about the National Ten Year Urban Forestry Action 

Plan, please visit www.fs.fed.us/ucf/nucfac.html. 

http://www.gufc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/MAYORS-SYMPOSIUM-AGENDA-Updated.pdf
www.gufc.org
http://www.fs.fed.us/ucf/nucfac.html
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2015 Excellence in Urban Forestry 

Awards  

 

Each year GUFC rewards individuals, organizations, businesses, municipalities, and 

counties for outstanding work in protecting and enhancing our community forests.  

The 2014 Excellence in Urban Forestry Awards were presented on November 5 at 

the Hilton Savannah DeSoto.  Each award recipient received a framed, limited 

edition print of artist Barry Nehr's drawing of the Savannahõs òCandler Oak.ó   

 

Outstanding Streetscape Revitalization 

Georgia Power Company, Savannah, for òRight Tree, Right Placeó program 
 

Georgia Power recently spearheaded the òRight Tree, Right Placeó 

streetscape revitalization project in cooperation with the City of 

Savannah and the Savannah Tree Foundation. In 2014, Georgia Power 

identified a city neighborhood where street trees were unhealthy and 

inappropriate for their place under power lines. Together, the City of 

Savannah, Georgia Power, and the Savannah Tree Foundation 

developed a plan for making this neighborhood an example of the 

right tree in the right place. The project included removal of 

unhealthy trees, planting of appropriate new trees, and ongoing 

communication with neighborhood residents. The òRight Tree, Right 

Placeó project transformed the neighborhood from a seemingly 

neglected block with insufficient canopy cover to a welcoming 

atmosphere with healthy, thriving trees welcoming pedestrians and residents. 

 

Outstanding Greenspace Plan 

Little Mulberry Park, Gwinnett County   
The 890-acre Little Mulberry Park is a prime example of the 

importance of implementing a greenways and open space plan 

over a long time frame.  This preservation of greenspace could 

only have been realized because of a strong master plan with 

community support and a committed county commission.  The 

Open Space and Greenways Master Plan is a long-term vision 

for increasing recreational opportunities, protecting water 

quality, building a system of greenway trails, and reducing the 

environmental impact of development in Gwinnett County. 

Located in the northeast portion of the county, the original site 

was approximately 450 acres in size and purchased in 1988, 

with more acreage added several years later.  The park contains 

passive recreational opportunities including hiking, horseback 

riding, fishing, bird watching and disc golf.  The 13-mile Little Mulberry Park trail system features a variety of walking, 

biking, hiking and equestrian trails.  Bounded on all sides by roads, making it easily accessible to citizens of the county, 

the park is protected by a conservation easement, has 55 acres maintained as meadow, and contains the Karina Miller 

Nature Reserve. 
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Outstanding New Initiative 

City of Madison ð Transferrable Development Rights Program 
 

Madisonõs Joint Comprehensive Plan and Downtown 

Urban Redevelopment Plan identified Transferrable 

Development Rights (TDR) as a desired planning tool. 

Three of the first four òsending sitesó permanently 

protected by conservation easements are Round 

Bowl Spring, Presidents Park and Pritchard Farm. The 

fourth easement ð established by the Cityõs 

Downtown Development Authority ð is Tanyard 

Branch, a 3-acre tract of bottomland hardwood forest 

and its namesake water source. All four parcels will 

be open to the public for passive recreation and  will 

include walking trails, and are the first components in 

a planned 40-mile city-wide network connecting 

downtown, neighborhoods, parks, and places of 

assembly. While conserving 25 acres, Madison also 

directed growth to a preferred location. The first 

òreceiving siteó met all the TDR parameters, including proximity to transportation, a commercial nexus, and a 

neighborhood park. The 3-acre tract was only viable for12 residential units under current zoning. Developers purchased 

an additional 32 development rights to construct 44 affordable, senior housing units. Silver Lakes Court will also be 

Madisonõs first LEED building. 

 

 

Outstanding Civic Organization 

Keep Cobb Beautiful for their òCobb Trees Programó 

 

The Cobb Trees Program, a subdivision of Keep Cobb 

Beautiful Inc. (KCB), was founded October of 2000 and 

has been fulfilling its mission of òPlanting for a greener 

Cobbó since December of that year. During the 2014-

2015 planting season, the program has provided almost 

600 trees. These plantings have contributed to the 

beautification and improvement of the environmental 

health in Cobb County. These trees also provide an 

avenue for educational activities, energy efficiency, 

cooler parking lots and shaded areas for recreation. 

The Cobb Trees Program is a partnership between 

several Cobb County departments such as Cobb 

County P.A.R.K.S.  (Parks,  A rts,  Recreation,  

KCB, Solid Waste)  the Department of 

Transportation, Community Development, Property 

Management, Water System, and the Cobb County Extension Service. In addition to county agencies and departments, 

Cobb Trees also works closely with the Georgia Forestry Commission and the Cobb County School District. 
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Outstanding Community 

Town of Thunderbolt   
 

The Thunderbolt Tree Board continues to 

identify effective ways to protect and care 

for its trees.  Theyõve created 

partnerships with community 

organizations to reach citizens and 

encourage action, and theyõve established 

tree ordinances to be long-standing. The 

Town of Thunderbolt consistently 

demonstrates a commitment to the urban 

forest and continuously looks to 

strengthen their resources and action 

plans. One reason for their success is that 

citizens and government work together to 

grow the urban forest and protect trees. 

By making trees a priority for residents 

and the government, the Town of 

Thunderbolt sets an example of government-guided leadership in tree preservation as a driver for conservation, 

commerce, and community. 

 

Outstanding Education 

Agnes Scott College, Decatur, for its Urban Forest Sustainability and           

Management Audit 

 
In 2013, in order to ensure that the college would 

derive the maximum benefit from its efforts towards 

tree care, the Agnes Scott Arboretum Advisory 

Committee requested that the US Forest Service 

partner with the college on an audit of the campusõ 

urban forest management; from policies, to budget, to 

program execution.  This process also allowed the US 

Forest Service to develop and test an Urban Forestry 

Management and Sustainability Audit system to be 

employed by other college campuses and local 

government urban forestry programs across the 

country.  The partnership resulted in an audit with 

the dual purpose of improving Agnes Scottõs urban 

forestry management infrastructure while also producing an audit template that the USDA Forest Service and their 

partners could use to evaluate and improve campus and community urban forest management across the country. 

Producing clearly-defined policies driven by a unified guiding vision to promotes excellence in the college's urban 

forestry management is expected to increase urban tree health and lower lifecycle costs in the long-term, and extend 

the feeling of ownership of the campusõ urban forest to the entire Agnes Scott College community.  
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Outstanding Individual Achievement 

Karen Jenkins, Executive Director, Savannah Tree Foundation 

 
Karen Jenkins, Executive Director of the Savannah Tree Foundation (STF), has 

been a strong advocate for trees in Chatham County, especially the relationship of 

large canopy trees to the well-being of the general public. Karen recently 

spearheaded two outstanding initiatives. First, Karen convinced the board of the 

Savannah Tree Foundation of the need to self-fund a Chatham County canopy 

study as a first step towards formulating a county-wide Urban Forestry Master 

Plan.  Secondly,working with the City Street, and Park & Tree Departments, and 

funded mostly with grants that she applied for and received, Karen convinced the 

City to remove all impervious concrete in a two block stretch of a city street and 

replace it with a òtree lawnó and a smaller sidewalk constructed of ADA-compliant 

pervious pavers, which would intercept and help infiltrate storm water.  On top of 

these accomplishments, Karen found time to do an excellent job in managing STFõs tree planting and education events. 

 

 

Oustanding Student 

Arkeen Moore, student volunteer for Savannah Tree Foundation 
 

Arkeen, a 2015 graduate of Savannah Early  College High School, volunteered with 

the Savannah Tree Foundation throughout his high school years. He organized his 

fellow students to participate in tree planting activities, visited the trees he planted 

over the years to be sure they were healthy and well-watered, and showed up 

loyally when the Savannah Tree Foundation asked him to support any event, from 

helping at childrenõs summer camp to pruning trees to film features. He speaks out 

about the importance of trees and wants his generation and those to follow to 

benefit from mature trees. The Savannah Tree Foundation will continue to depend 

on his volunteer commitment through his college years and beyond and trusts that 

his voice will be instrumental in the support of urban forestry for years to come. 

 

  

2015 Judgesõ Choice Award for Excellent Achievement:   

Jerry Holcomb, Consulting Arborist, for his work in 

Southeast and Coastal Georgia 
 

Jerry Holcomb is well-known statewide for his leadership in urban forestry. As a consulting 

arborist, Jerry has advised local governments, community organizations, and individuals in how 

they can further their efforts to protect and plant trees. Arborists throughout coastal and central 

Georgia have trained with Jerry, and he generously donates his time, services, and expertise to 

support community urban forestry efforts, serving with organizations such as the Urban Forest 

Strike Team, the Woodbine Tree Board, the Coastal Arborist Association, and the Coastal Bryan 

and Savannah Tree Foundations.  Jerry is currently also a òcircuit rideró arborist with the Georgia 

Forestry Commissionõs Community Forestry Assistance Program.  Thousands of trees throughout 

Georgia are healthy, properly pruned, and growing straight thanks to Jerry. 

 


