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Fall is the perfect time to
appreciate trees, and The

At the Georgia Urban Forest American Grove website

Council Annual Conference, has launched a competition to find 2016's "Great American Tree." Trees that
November 2 and 3 at Brasstown have extraordinary color, a unique flower, feature or story are being sought
Valley Resort in Young Harris , for nomination, due no later than November 30.

Oregon Departmento f For e

Paul D. Ries will talk to us about The competition for national stand-out trees is in its second year at
communicating, connecting, and www.Americangrove.org. Submissions must include a photograph; a

engaging people with urban forestry description of why the tree is special; and its location, species, and size,

and about the concept of collective including height and/or diameter. Nominations will be shared via social
impact can be used to manage media, including Facebook (The Grove), Twitter (@plantyourlegacy,

urban forests across multiple #greatamericantree), and Instagram (american_grove). Nominations may
partnerships. Additional speakers also be submitted as an email attachment to Morgan@americangrove.org.
will include horticulturist Erica

Glasener, Dr. Kim Coder, and From December | - 9, after the submission period has ended, online

many other noted researchers, American Grove members will be allowed one vote for a favorite entry per
practitioners, and educators. person. The top five vote winning trees will be placed in the national

Tours, breakout sessions, and our competition. An "all star" urban forestry panel will determine the winner of
annual awards ceremony round out the 2016 Great American Tree, which will be announced on December 22,
the two-day event. A few spaces 2016. The first place winner will receive $500, second place is $250 and

are still available! Visit gufc.org for third place is $100. The winning tree will earn a feature on The American
more details! Thank you Grove homepage. The 2015 Great American Treewas 0 T h a tlocated ire € 0
conference sponsors! See Platteville, Wisconsin.

sponsor list on page 7. More on page 3

GUFC P.O.Box 2199 Stone Mountain, GA 30086 470.210.5900 www.gufc.org
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President 0ds Let t

Being the president of the Georgia Urban Forest Council this past year was like getting ready
for a zip line. A lot of preparation, meetings and planning and then with a fast swoosh the
year comes to and end and there becomes the transfer to the next station. You reach the
next platform, unclip and transfer to the next station.

As much as we are prepared for what we believe to be coming, anything can change your

course. As we were just hit with hurricane Matthew my sympathies go out to all affected.
Areas of our state down along the coast were decimated even without a direct hit. Storm damage went straight from
Tybee Island as far north as Augusta. A storm causes such havoc on trees, people and even nature that you feel the
effects for years to come. Right now it is about clean-up, but | know at this point next year it will be about replanting
and reestablishing what was the Georgia coastline. It is always amazing though to watch how commercial arborists,
utility arborists, municipal arborists, state arborists and volunteers all come together for the greater good. Storm clean-
up is a marathon, not a sprint.

One of my goals this past year was to hit some of the more outskirt areas of the state and | feel we did that. Ending last
year ds annual conf eyraehadazanferéntes irStee W SW adnter antt ow tvith th& annual

conference in the NE. You will always lose members through death, moving, and general attrition, and reaching out to

some of the areas of t he st anthapstd brigg hew thanbess hnl new ideas.n ht g et
order to get to the next station on the zip line you need a platform to stand on. So | encourage all members to bring

others, get involved and give the GUFC a solid platform in all corners of our state.

Thank you for your participation this year. | look forward to seeing everyone at the annual conference. | wish the best of
l uck to next yeards board members and incoming Presic

Daniel Bauer

From the Executive Director

Georgia Gives Day is November 17.  Led by the Georgia Center for
Nonprofits, this day of giving brings Georgians together for raising awareness and
donations for their favorite nonprofits. Georgia Urban Forest Council will be
participating again this yw®wgvwtoGaFad ; DM |  an:
on this day. Your donation helps our continuing operations and the valuable i

educational programming we strive to bring to communities around the state. | t 0
easy to donate online, and you receive an e-mailed receipt of your tax-deductible
donation for your records. So if 'y
a few e-mails from us between now and November |7, asking for your support on

Georgia Gives Day! Help us raise funds for urban forestry in Georgia. Want to go

ahead and check it out? Visit https://www.gagivesday.org/c/GGD/a/gufc. You can

make a donation now, or mark your <calendar for Thur sc
forests and the people who care for them!

Mary Lynne Beckley



https://www.gagivesday.org/c/GGD/a/gufc
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URBAN FORESTRY NEWS

40 Anniversary of Tree City USA Recognized in Savannah

Savannah's famous tree canopy provided a backdrop for the nation's largest gathering of state foresters in September.
The National Association of State Foresters is made up of directors of all state and territorial forestry agencies as well
as the District of Columbia. A special tree planting ceremony was held to mark the 40th anniversary of Tree City USA.
Dignitaries included Dan Lambe, President of the Arbor Day Foundation, Karen Jenkins, Executive Director of the
Savannah Tree Foundation (STF), and US Forest Service and city officials. The STF was recognized for its 30 year legacy
of urban tree care, and the Arbor Day Foundation donated $5,000 to STF to fund tree plantings at Hunter Army Airfield
in Savannah.

Addressing Community Tree Risk, Workshop Coming to Atlanta in Spring, 2017

As Georgia Forestry Commission foresters conduct community tree inventories, we are finding commonality with tree
failure issues. Recently in a northwest Georgia town, a large oak in a city park dropped a large limb on a park bench and
a family was picnicking nearby. No one was injured, but the incident prompted the city staff to inquire about conducting
a tree risk inventory. This is an example of a major issue many communities are facing. How do you deal with large,
mature tree failure when budgets are low and it seems that resources are not available? To address tree risk, the
Georgia Forestry Commission consulted with Mark Dunteman of Natural Path Forestry in Vermont, a leading expert
case witness on tree risk issues. Mark will provide answers about what your community can do to reduce risk, stay safe
and defend tree care in your city, no matter the budget level. The workshop is limited to 60 participants and will be
held in metro Atlanta in Spring 2017. More information will be posted at www.GeorgiaArborist.org __ and

GaTrees.or g.

Ed Gilman to speak at Georgia Arborist Association event

Dr. Ed Gilman, Professor of Environmental Horticulture at the University of Florida will speak at the Georgia Arborist
Associ ati onds DWarkshoplarel Awards3 undhéom DreGilman will speak on Tree Crown Reduction
Strategies and Pruning Trees: A Systems Approach. Al
of Trees and Hinheré for mdre ifornmatomahdeta régister.

Largest Urban Orchard in United States

Governments, nonprofits, and private businesses have partnered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin to create the largest urban
orchard in the country. Food from this orchard will go to schools, restaurants and communities. Read more about his
unique partnership at Alliance for Community Trees.

Search formeorQrceaant TA ee, 6 conlti nued fr

The American Grove is an online community for sharing experiences and knowledge about trees and the benefits they

provide to communities throughout the nation. It is managed by the Georgia Urban Forest Council, a nonprofit

organi zation whose mission is to sustain Georgiads gt
also given by the Georgia Forestry Commission, which provides leadership, service and education in the protection and
conservation of Georgia's forest resources.

Hgreatamericantree #GATCI 6

@plantyourlegacy
www.AmericanGrove.org



at%20www.GeorgiaArborist.org%20
gatrees.org
http://georgiaarborist.org/event-2233239
http://actrees.org/news/trees-in-the-news/newsroom/milwaukee-partnership-creates-largest-urban-orchard-in-u-s/
file:///C:/Users/sreisch/Documents/Dropbox/The%20American%20Grove/Great%20American%20Tree%20Competition/www.AmericanGrove.org
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Be a Geor gia Forestry Commission Community Forestry Friend

By Susan Granbery, Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator

The Georgia Forestry Commission (GFC) is rewarding communities and campuses implementing exemplary urban

forestry programs with a Community Forestt y Fr i end soci al media badge. GFCO:
demonstrated reverence for the benefits and value of their urban forest, and take the necessary steps to maintain trees

for health and safety in various ways. Earning the badge means your community manages its trees with the best urban

and community forestry practices, partners and professionalism.

Since Georgia communities and campuses vary in population and budget size, minimum requirements for these
benchmarks are not required to earn the GFC Community Forestry Friend Badge. Simply demonstrate how your city
meets the requirements outlined below, within its capacity.

Earning the Community Forestry Friend badge has benefits for your community, too. These include qualifying to host

future urban forestry workshops and on-site training programs, financial incentives such as potential grant dollars,
program registration discounts and additional resour
media outreach.

Through the program, the Community Forestry Friend social media badge (black on white, or white lettering) will be
provided electronically for the community to place on a photograph or website of its choosing, and in its social media.

To earn the Community Forestry Friend badge, the community must have the
following practices in place:

I A tree ordinance. Congratulatlon1
1 A tree risk management program.

A systematic, scheduled inspection of all trees in high occupancy to Jeffe rson y OL
first participatin

city!

=

A protocol for prioritizing mitigation.
Recordkeeping, reporting and communications.
Standard of care adopted.

=A =4 =4 =4

Tree risk assessment specifications meeting ANSI A300 Part 9

standards.

Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ) training.

Authority (dedicated staff over the tree program and the budget).

Consults or employs an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist.

=A =4 =4 =

Attends or hosts community forestry training for tree board members on an ongoing basis. (e.g. Georgia

Arborist Association, Coastal Arborist Association, Georgia Urban Forest Council, Basic Tree Care with GFC,

Extension, online training).

1 An annual budget for trees or a contingency budget (during times of limited funding) for risk management and
ongoing tree care.

1 Tree care practices that follow ANSI standards and tree risk specifications.

=

Communications (public recognition, tree celebration, news media).
I Recruitment and retention of volunteers.

To apply for the Community Forestry Friend program, complete an application and meet with your local GFC
Sustainable Community Forestry Program forester. Congratulations to Jefferson, our first participating city!



http://www.gatrees.org/community-forests/management/tree-care/Communities/161003Community%20Forestry%20Friend%20Program.pdf
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Thank you for y our support, Bold Spring Nursery!
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Trees Builf for Impact

boldspring.com

Over 2000 photos | Over 265 tree profiles
Current availability

1366 Columbus Hwy, Hawkinsville, GA 31036
info@boldspring.com | 478.783.4975
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GEORGIA URBAN FOREST COUNCIL 2016

OFFICERS

Daniel S. Bauer, Arborist, President, Arbor Equity, Inc. PRESIDENT

Derrick Catlett , Arborist, Middle Georgia State University PRESIDENT -ELECT
Susan Russell Consulting Arborist, City of Jefferson SECRETARY

Dale Higdon , Forester, Certified Arborist, Retired Ga. Forestry Comm., TREASURER
Andrew Saunders , Environmental Coordinator, Athens-Clarke Co. PAST -PRESIDENT

GUFC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jon Balkcom, Forestry & Right of Way Services, Georgia Power Company, Atlanta
Andrea Greco , Landscape Architect/Arborist, Pond and Co., Norcross

Darryl Haddock , Environmental Education Director, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance
Karol Kelly , Bibb County Cooperative Extension, Macon

Mark McClellan , Forester, Specialist, Georgia Forestry Commission, Darien

Michele Mcintosh -Ross Principal Planner, City of Milton

Art Morris , Master Arborist, Bartlett Tree Experts, Tucker

Liz Moss, Tree Health Technician, UGA Center for Invasives & Ecosystem Health, Tifton
Terry Paige , Municipal Arborist, Rome

Robert Seamans, Streets & Parks Division Superintendent, Statesboro

EX OFFICIO

Susan Granbery, GFC Urban & Community Forestry Coordinator, Stone Mountain
Joan Scales SCFP Manager, Georgia Forestry Commission, Athens

Mary Lynne Beckley , GUFC Executive Director, Stone Mountain

Georgia Urban Forest Council
P.O. Box 2199
Stone Mountain, GA 30086
470-210-5900
www.gufc.org
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Funds for this project were provided by the Urban and CdronastijyAssistance Program administered by the Georgia For,
Commission. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and adigftiegen thq
color, national origin, gender, religion, agetydipaliiical belief, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all proh
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communications obpr¢graitteinf
large print, audiotapé, e . ) shoul d cont act -7202aDQ(Gogce ahdATRB)ETD fileCaecontplaimt of a t
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, RoaNhRRf Building,"4nd Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 2025d10.
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2016-17 Sponsors

GEORGIA FORESTRY
COMMISSION

BARTLETT
I/ TREE EXPERTS

SCIENTIFIC TREE CARE SINCE 1907

GEORGIAA
POWER

A SOUTHERN COMPANY

DOWNEY : TIPCO INC.
\\V
TREES INC. :\\\\//’2

Professional Tree Care Since 1984

770-889-2822 A X 4

www.downeytreesinc.com WE SAVE TREES!

WHOLESALE TREE GROWER

Auairresh harbor
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USDA
_ United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

DAVEY*

A Division of The Davey Tree Expert Company

GEORGIA
ARBORIST
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Preserve. Protect. Plant. Since 1982.
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ARBORICULTURE & FORESTRY CONSULTING
TreesColumbus Arboricltral Gonsaltingand Services




